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Lesson 1.—The Christian a Fellower of Jesus. 
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<< A GOOD beginning is half the battle,” runs the 

old proverb.~ Will you let it be half the battle 

in solving your problem of finding the right church 

and Sunday-school equipment and accessories, the 

best books, and the like, by begifming, with this 

issue, to read the advertising columns of The Sun- 
< day School Times? - 
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The Lord Our Keeper 


By Carl W. Hiser 


‘HOU strong, eternal, living One, 
Whose “ peace” hath stilled the angry deep, 
I eager crave to walk with Thee ; 
For it is written “‘ Thou wilt keep.” 


If,e’en Thy billows rest from strife 
. When Thou hast bid their strivings cease, ' 
What higher, better promise this: 

‘Him, Thou wilt keepin perfect peace.” 


Thou wilt not keep because I earn 
_ . The good that Thou wouldst work in me, 
Nor since my trust is great or small, 
But just because I trust in Thee. 





Thou wilt not keep the strongest willed, 

Who vainly choose themselves to free, 
Rejecting Christ and light and life ; 

But him * whose mind is stayed on Thee.” 











The S. S. T. Radio Class 


i The Lessons for the First Quarter will 

be taught over the Radio every Tues- 

‘day evening by the Editor of The Sunday 

‘School Times. Full information is given 
on the next page. 


- 











The Children, Too 


Children cannot be isolated from what is mage 
ing in the world. If ever there was tragic proot of 
this, it is today. The world is moré and more yield- 
ing to the strangle hold of sin and Satan, to open 
anarchy in religious, moral, and civil law; and the 
children, too. That is the dark side, But there is a 
bright side to this permanent principle that children 
and their elders share and share alike. When the 


Lord. comes ° again to ae Israel and Judah’ back to 
their first love, making them such shining lights of 
righteousness that the whole~world will turn to them 
and find their God, there is to be a beautiful accom- 
paniment. God says:. “They shall be as though I 
had not cast them off: for I am the Lord their God, 
and will hear them. And they of Ephraim shall be 
like a mighty man, and their heart shall rejoice .. . 
yea, their children shall see it, and be glad; their heart 

shall rejoice in’-the Lord” (Zech. 10:6, 7). Parents 
and: children today, because they are turning away 
from God, are more and more losing all true joy out 
of their life. But God- is g to change this. And, 
praise his name, for the children, too! 


a 
“* Difficulties With the Supernatural” 


What attitude do we take toward our doubts? Dr. 
John McNeill, who has recently left Philadelphia to 
minister in the Church of the Open Door, Los Angeles, 
spoke a severe but needed word on the " subject. The 
honest doubt, he says, is when one’s heart is fighting 
one’s doubts. But there are many who are not honest: 
those who “wear their latest doubt like a feather in 
their intellectual caps, as the latest thing in doubts! 
Such a one is the girl who is graduated from college, 
who eats four meals a day, sleeps well, plays golf and 
tennis, but says she ‘has difficulties with the super- 
natural.’ So her™pastor must revise the creed — are 
you listening ? — the creed that has bred and fed giants 
— because Miss Flibbertygibbets has difficulties with 
the supernattiral. But she has never lost five-min- 
utes sleep over it, Let us remember this: it is no 
mark of intellectual superiority to doubt—we must 
stop that conceit.” “Difficulties with the supernatural” 
do not trouble the sinner who begins to find the bur- 
den of his sin intolerable, and who longs for a way 
out. He knows that only a supernatural Saviour can 
meet his need. ‘a 
men 


1900 Years Since the Baptism 


Have we realized that we are on the threshold 
of the 1900th anniversary of the baptism of the Lord 
Jesus Christ? It is believed to have occurred late in 
December A. D. 26, or during January A. D. 27. The 
turn of the year, therefore, marks an anniversary of 
stupendous significance: an epoch in years. The three 
and a half years from this New Year’s Day are the 
1900th anniversary years of our Lord’s public ministry. 
Does it not seem reasonable and Scriptural to sup- 


Working 


; ORKING drawings are instruments enabling 
a designer to co-ordinate the labors of others 
in the building of a structure such as a ma- 

chine, a bridge, a ship, or a modern office building. 

They must be sufficiently comprehensive to permit 

es - secure the accurate production of every little 

etai 

There are different kinds of drawings, depending 
upon the purpose they shall serve. First, there jis 
the rough layout on which the designer develops the 
general idea of the work he wishes to produce. . This 
is- for his own use, and may even be unintelligible to 
others. Having, by means of it, thought his problem 
through, he is ready to in perhaps the general as- 
sembly, or, it may be, the détails of some of the most 
difficult parts. In this matter he is free to follow his 
own judgment. He may, in fact he often does, find it 
best to proceed with both of these kinds of drawings 
simultaneously. At times important details are shown 
in enlarged scale on the same sheet as assembly draw- 
ings. Whatever the variation in method, the con- 
trolling thought is to produce a guide sufficiently com- 
=, to. insure the successful completion of the 
work, 

Tf it be a large undertaking the chief designer works 
with a corps of subordinates, each of whom possibly 
understands only some particular part of the work and 


pose that these Sage may have very deep significance 
in God’s plans for the world and for the Church, as 
our Lord’s return draws nigh? 

Watch Night meetings, held on Friday, December 31, 
and ushering in the New. Year, have a greater signifi- 
cance than ever, The Universal Week of Prayer (the 
daily topics of which were given in The Sunday 
School Times of November 27) runs a ey 2-8; 
and many are planning to observe ten days of prayer, 
commencing with the Watch Night of December 31. 
Pastors from the Atlantic to the Pacific are writing 
to the Great Commission Prayer Le of their in- 
tention to do this, — more than 3,000~ thus writ- 
ten, as compared with less than 400 who, two years 
ago, said they would try to have three days of prayer. 
Are you, your pastor, your church, going to share in 
the ye blessing of this prayer time? Surely we 
should ask God.to bring multitudes into it, and -by it 
to hasten that revival of the whole Body of Christ 
throughout the world for which countless thousands 
are praying. 


a 
God’s Unchangeableness Our Salvation 


If God were changeable, no sinner would be saved. 
Our sins are so unworthy, so shameful, so revolting 
and persistent, that a changeable God could never hold 
to his purpose to redeem such sinners as ourselves. 
This comes out in a striking passage in the last book 
of the Old Testament, Malachi. It was at the end of 
a long-drawn-out historical period, when God’s people 
had gone from bad to worse. God has spoken _unspar- 
ingly. He has exposed Israel's awful sins. Then he 
says: “And I will come near to you to judgment; and 
I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and 
against the~adulterers, and against false swearers, and 
against those that oppress the hireling in his. wages, the 
widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the 
stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the 
Lord of hosts.’ Then comes the surprising word: 
“For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons 
of Jacob are not consumed.” If Israel deserved to be 
blotted out then, how much more do we Gentiles de- 
serve this today! But God looks, not on the sins of 
Israel or of the Gentile world, but on Himself: on his 
foreordained purposesyof redemption ; his grace; his 
love; his power; the death and resurrection of his 
only Son. Because God has pledged his word, and 
changes not, therefore we are not consumed. Be- 
cause he is “the Father of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning,”. we who have 
forfeited all claim on his mercy and love can be saved, 


Drawings 


may never see the complete set of drawings. Such 
as he does see may appear to him incomplete and in- 
accurate, 

In the building of a ship, for example, there are so 
many widely different elements combined, that to at- 
tempt to show them all on-one set of drawings would 
result in a hopeless jumble of lines. There must be 
provided one set for the hull alone, another for the 
location of the engines and machinery, and still others 
for electric wiring, for water piping, for steam, for 
ventilation, and so forth. Each of these may give no 
reference to any of the others, but they are all care- 
fully prepared to avoid interference one with the other. 


This necessitates, at times, what seems to be awkward - 


and clumsy construction if judged only by what ap- 
pears on some one particular set of drawings. It is 
only as the entire work is considered that the purpose 
and skill of the co-ordinator become evident. A num- 
ber of persons, each having access to the drawings of 
only one of these various elements, would receive dif- 
ferent conceptions of what was planned and might 
easily become perplexed by the many seeming incon- 
sistencies, 

But the workmen, and they are many and of varied 
trades and differing degrees of skill, accept these draw- 
ings by faith and proceed to do as they are directed. 

Some parts of the work need more complete instruc- 
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tions than others, and for such, larger scaled draw- 
ings are provided. To one uniamiijiar with the rules 
of working drawings these would appear to be gross 
bluiders. “Surely,” such a one woud think, “that big 
piece can never fit in that small place ailotted to it.” 
Or the parts may be so irregular as to make it seem 
impossible to get them into their proper locations. It 
is,sa.d of John Ericsson that at one time the fore- 
man in charge of erecting a machine designed by the 
great engineer found difficuity in fitting an especially 
crooked piece into place. After several unsuccessful 
attempts he went to Ericsson with his trouble. The 
latter immediately asked, “Is the piece made according 
, to the drawing?” Receiving an affirmative answer he 
_replied, “Then it will fit.” One more trial and the 
_ part was coaxed into place! Given a capable designer, 
| the only requirement for success is to follow the draw- 
ings; that is, believe in them. 

>. A-big piece of work goes on simultaneously in many 
places perhaps hundreds of miles apart. The engines 
or the turbines are made here, the generators there, 
the boilers elsewhere, while at still another place the 
hu!l is being fashioned. The radio, the compass, and 
exher nautical instrumenfs are being made at yet other 
shops. . 

A skeptical observer would not admit that there was 
any connection between these varied activities. “Mere 
chance and accident,” he would maintain. But gradu- 
ally the different parts arrive, and under proper super- 
vision all converge toward a predetermined end. 

In this vast work there are some, yes, many, who 
labor under the guidance of others and who may never 
even see the drawings, not even the smallest detail. 
They do not have the ability to read them, but so long 
as they do as they are told their work will be accepted. 

* Aseto the quality of work required, this varies ac- 


. ° e 
’ Finding the Victorious Life 

Since. 191 I have been seeking the victorious life. At 
that time I hoped I had the blessing, but later I found 
‘it counterfeit. How I longed to go to a Victorious Life 
‘Conference’ and get help! 

Now I have your pamphlet, “Real and Counterfeit 
Victory.” I have learned from reading its Scripture ref- 
erences prayerfully that I have been looking within in- 
stead of taking the promises and resting upon Him 
through his Word. 

Oh, how I do enjoy Him now! And I expect by faith in 
ii -’ Him to grow and be more useful. I am ordering more 

of these pamphlets, for I believe it will be slow work 
1! ..te get people to receive this blessing until it is preached 
more here. 


I’ have marked my Bible at Matthew 1:21, making a 
. cross at the bottom of the page and referring to John 
8: 34-36. Then at the latter passage I did the same; 
and thus I have given the chain of victorious life refer- 
ences all the way through the New Testament. i am 
rather old to memorize, yet this surely will help me. 
.These verses. grow richer as I prayerfully read and 
‘ . meditaté upon them. I believe the secret is resting on 

these wonderful promises.—An Illinois Reader. 


The victorious life is simply normal Christianity, 
which is New Testament Christianity. But so few 
. of, God’s people dare to believe him and his Word. If 
we take the Lord at his word, we shall find that he 
brings to pass in our life a better, more wonderful, 
more miraculous victory over sin, and power in serv- 
ice, and fellowship with himself, than we have dared 

* to ask or think. 

Many will praise God with this Illinois reader in 
his newly found experience of the sufficiency of God's 
grace. He is finding the riches of the promises of 
God, and doubtless he is finding also how blessed are 
the facts that Ged declares in His Word. The prom- 
ises of the Bible are precious; but the facts declared 

' .in the Bible are, for our present need, even more 

precious ! 

For we must always remember that our victorious 

life rests upon the facts that God declares are true 

: of Christ and the Christian. Promises may have their 

fulfillment in the future; facts are true in the present. 

Forexample, it is a fact that all Christians, because 

we have received Christ as Saviour, have therefore 

(Rom. 6) been buried with him in death, and have 

been. raised from the dead with him. We are dead 

‘nto sin, says God. His grace is sufficient for us, 

Christ declares. Our life is hid with Christ in God. 

Christ is dwelling in the believer, and the believer és 

in him. “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ 

Jesus hath made me [Ged authorizes us to insert our 

own name here} free from the law of sin and death” 
(Rom. 8:2). 

Are not these wonderful and precious facts? Our 
fh does not bring the facts to pass; but the facts 
br'ng our faith te pass. 

And so the victorious life is “the life that is Christ,” 
and our experience of it is maintained as we “walk in 
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cording to the nature of the part. The boiler maker 
and the carpenter are not held to the refinements of 
the instrument maker. .Do they therefore rebel at the 
crudeness of their drawings, or does the latter grumble 
because of the extreme accuracy required of him? 
They all know that their respective drawings.are fitted 
to their purpose. 

And the net result is a finished, harmonious mech- 
anism which even the humblest of the laborers can 
appreciate and admire when he sees it completed. He 
was not equal to the task of reading the complicated 
drawings, but he worked in faith, and now he sees 
clearly that in which all the time he believed. 

It scarcely seems necessary to make application of 
this to our individual lives. In the shop of my every- 
day life I may not see the broad sweep of the plan 
of which my work is a part. I may feel my natural 
gifts crude and limited as compared with those of 
others. Or, if I be of a questioning bent of mind, I 
may wonder how this small earth can fit into the tre- 
mendous universe of which the learned tell us. As I 
read the plans in the Word of God I may even think 
that here and there are vast gaps and serious omissions, 
or perhaps that certain things can never fit together. 
Let me then remember that this Word is a working 
drawing prepared to direct the unfolding of a plan, 
and that it gives sufficient information for me to do 
my part. To ask for tnore would be like the rough 
workman refusing to do his part before he had passed 
on the compiete specifications of the ship. 

I am satisfied that the Designer of this vast universe 
has made the working drawings right. His plans for 
long forgotten races of men or distant worlds, if such 
these be, I am persuaded will marvelously fit with the 
portion he has graciously revealed tc me and in which 
I find my part. The drawings are ample and correct. 








him,” moment by moment, thanking him that his word 
is true and his grace is sufficient. 
The pamphlet mentioned by the Illinois reader, containing 


the Scripture references on the Victorious Life, and other 
pamphlets on the same subiect, may be obtained from The 





Sunday School Times pany, as follows (postage is to 

be added at the rate of 10 percent of the prices given): 

The Life that Wims; 20 cents a dozen, $1.50 a hun- 
dred, 2 cents each. : 

What is Your Kind of Christianity? 40 cents a dozen, 
$3 a hundred, 4 cents each, 

Real and Counterfeit Victory; 40 cents a dozen, $3 a 
hundred, 4 cents each. ; 

The Place of Struggle in the Victorious Life; 50 cents 
a dozen, $4 a hundred, 5 cents each. 


Victory without Trying; 40 cents a dozen, $3 a hun- 
dred, 4 cents each, : 


Is Victory Earned or a Gift? 30 cents a dozen, $2 a 
hundred, 3 cents each. 


Is— The Secret of Victory; 30 cents a dozen, $2 a hun- 
dred, 3 cents each. : 


Included in Christ; 50 cents a- dozen, $4 a hundred, 5 
cents each. 

Victory’s Final Secret; 20 cents a dozen, $1.50 a hun- 
dred, 2 cents each, 
‘ Victorious Life Training Ciass Syllabus; 30 cents a 
dozen, $2 a hundred, 3 cents each. 

Perils of the Victorious Life; 60 cents a dozen, $5 a~ 
hundred, 6 cents each. 


Betty Regan’s Safe Place; 30 cents a dozea, $2 a hun- 


dred, 3 cents each. 
ya 
Did Christ Suffer Eternal Death ? 


May I ask for an explanation cencérning two points 
usually found in what are considered evangelical creeds? 

First.—The creeds say Christ took the penalty of my 
sin upon himself. He is my substitute. He atones for 
my sin. The punishment that would have come ‘to me 
he took in my stead, ’ 

Second.—The creeds say my punishmerit ‘would have 
been eternal conscious separation from 

The question raturally follows: Was Christ eternally 
and consciously separated from: God? : Could~ he have 
taken my place and at the same, time have taken a less 
punishment than would have been my. due?—An Illinois 
Reader. : 


There are mysteries in the substitutionary death of 
the Son of God, when the took the sinner’s place; that 
we can never comprehend in this life. But it is 
clearly stated in the Scriptures that the Lord Jesus 
Christ “came . . . to give his life a ransom for many” 
(Matt. 20: 28). We know that “He [God] hath made 
him [Christ] to be sin for us, who [Christ] knew no 
sin; that we might be made the righteousziess of God 
in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). As “the wages of. sin is 
death,” so Christ, made sin, paid the wages of our 


sin, both the first death and the. second death, ‘physical - 
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and spiritual. Yet we know also that, on the third 
day, Christ crucified was raised again from the dead, 


-beth bedy and spirit, and that now “he ever livéth 


to make intercession for them,” —those sinners who 
have accepted his sacrifice in their stead (Heb. 7: 25). 

One answer to the question by the Illinois reader, 
which has occurred to many, is that inasmuch as the 
Lord Jesus Christ was and is the infinite, eternal God, 
being a member of the Godhead, therefore a very 
brief instant of his experience would be the equivalent 
of an eternity of experience for finite man. The Gos- 
pel records make it clear that Christ suffered both 
physical and spiritual death. His cry on the cross, 
after there had been “darkness over all the land”. for 
three hours, “My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?” shows the separation of the Son from 
the Father at that time. We. must remember that 
death never means extinction or annihilation, but al- 
ways and only separation. . Physical death is the sep- 
aration of the body and the spirit; spiritual death is 
the separation of the spirit from God. Life, on the 
other hand, never means mere existence, but union. 
Bodily life is the union’ of the body and the spirit; 
spiritual life.is the union of the spirit with God. 
Thus understood, we can understand how the death 
of a member of the Godhead was possible. 

It therefore seems reasonable and Scriptural to 
understand that our Saviour, by his own real and com- 
plete death for a period of time, paid the eternal 
death-penalty that all sinners deserve. Every one who 
accepts this wondrous sacrifice in his behalf, “though 
he were dead, yet shall he live” (John.11: 25). 


C7 ns 
Will You Join the S. S. T. Radio Class? 


OMMENCING Tuesday evening, December 28, 

at 7.30 o'clock, The Sunday School Tintes will 
broadcast the teaching of the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons for the First Quarter of 1927. 
The lesson will be taught each week (D. V.) by the 
Editor, Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, commencing, on 
this last Tuesday of December, with the first lesson 
of January, “The Christian a Follower of Jesus” (Mark 
1: 16-20; 2: 13-17; 1 John 2:6). That lesson is fully. 
set forth in this issue of The Sunday School Times, 
and Mr. Trumbull’s lesson study will not duplicate the 
Times’ articles, but he will quote, from time to time, 
from some of the choicest teaching points of these 
writers. c 

The lesson will be given from broadcasting Sta- 
tien WRAX, wave length 268 meters, 500 watts, 
of Berachah Church, 1608 West Allegheny Avenue, 
Philadelphia, of which the well-known Bible teacher 
and evangelist, O. R. Palmer, is the pastor. 

In teaching the lesson Mr. Trumbull will suggest 
questions on the following week’s lesson, for individual 
er class study and discussion; the answers to these 
questions will be given the following week, over the 
air, so that those listening in may check up their own 
— = suggest better ones to the teacher, by. 
mail. 

Letters or post cards from those listening fir are 
cordially invited, to be addressed to Radio Class, The 
Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. The Editor will welcome suggestions of fea- 
tures not being covered, criticisms intended to make 
the class more helpful, and information as to whether 
the addresses are coming through clearly. 

All who would like to be enrolled as members of The 
Sunday School Times Radio Bible Class are asked to 
send name and address to the Times, indicating. whether 
Mr., Mrs., or Miss, and requesting enrollment. To all 
such the Editor will be glad to send a Certificate of 
Membership, containing the Radio Class Scripture pas- 
sage and list of lessons for the Quarter. 

It is hoped that Sunday-school superintendents and 
Bible class teachers will tell their teachers and mem- 
bers about the Times Radio Class, urging them to take 
advantage of the Tuesday evening study of the lesson 
in their own homes, or by meeting in church or Sun- 
day-school for this purpose. 

Some may wish to invite friends to their homes 
Tuesday evenings, for an informal Bible study group 
by radio. Thus systematic class or individual study 
can be had in the home from week to week. The new 
lessons take up such vital subjects as the use of the 
Bible, prayer, overcoming temptation, stewardship, the 
Christian home, service, evangelism, the blessed hope. 

The Berachah Church has installed its broadcasting 
station as a definite means of ministering the Gospel 
and the Word of God to the largest possible number. 
It is not a commercial station, and readers of The 
Sunday School Times will rejoice to know that among 
the general rules of this station is the following: 


Speakers are requested to give the simple, affirmative 
Gospel of our Lord, true to his- Deity, to his finished 
work of salvation at the cross, to the necessity, divine 
accuracy and sufficiency of the Word of God. 





Will you join with others in prayer that God may 
mightily bless all the work of this station, and that 
the. Editor may be strengthened and equipped, both 
physically and spiritually, for this ministry, that the 
riches of God’s Word may be opened up to many by 
the Holy Spirit? | 
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If I Could Live My Life Over Again 
} ' What I would wish to do, and would wish to leave undone 


Too Perilous to Try Again 


EING now in my eightieth year, with tindimmed 
memory of all the way the Lord has led me, I 


would not live my life over again if I could, or change - 


it. By that I do not mean to say that I would not 
gladly leave out the sin and live my life more faith- 
fully in the service of my Lord, but I do say that the 
peril of the experiment would be too great. 

This does not exactly answer your questions, and 
yet it is my answer to the shock which your questions 
gave me, —the awful test of trying again. No Chris- 
tian can come to old age without a profound convic- 
tion that God had ruled and overruled in his entire life, 
and that therefore his life was the best for him. To 
me it has been a marvelous way in which I have been 
led, even miraculous at times, replete with mercies and 
deliverances and unspeakable joy. Surely sin abounded, 
but grace did much more abound. And back through 
all these long years gleams a trail of light where the love 
of God in Christ Jesus was manifested and revelations 
of glory given to me beyond all words to express. 

My life, poor and unworthy as it has been, has been 


- touched by omnipotent power and love, and it is mine, 


— my eternal story of Christ’s power to save, and I 
would not exchange it for any other, or the chance 
of a better one on second trial—A Hollywood Reader. 


« 
Troubled by Regrets 


i I could live life over again, I- would cease from 
sin and live wholly for Christ. 

Being raised by a Christian mother and taught to 
call on Christ for every need made my tender con- 
science susceptible to lashings for every evil thought 
and deed. Never having denied or openly forsaken 
my Lord and having faith in his promises, 1 know that 
my Redeemer liveth. I have no fear of death and 
my only desire for the remainder of my life is to serve 
him in the way that I should. 

But constantly arising before me is the regret that 
I did not begin to serve him sooner. Why have I 
made pretentions I have not lived up to? Why have 
I allowed my temper to get the better of my judgment 
and cause me to sin, and why many other things, all of 
which I lay at the Saviour’s feet? When I remember 


his Word I have no fears for the future. 


Then comes the suggestion from Satan that if I had 
salvation these remembra.ices would not trouble me. 
But God’s promises are too numerous for me to have 
fears of the great beyond, “He gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should ... have 
everlasting life’ (John 3:16).—A Texas Merchant, 


- 
If Her Parents Had Known Christ’s Joy 


F I could live my life over, I would first desire my 

parents to know the joy of the Lord, so that our 
home should be light. I would want them to have his 
love and wisdom, so that we would have warmth, 
and confidence, and God-given guidance. 

- We children each had our outside chums and con- 
fidantes. There was little union between the parents, 
little between them and the children, and between the 
children themselves. Yet to outsiders ours appeared 
an unusual Christian home. 

“I was a Christian in childhood. At six I was climb- 
ing the hill with my adored chum, on our way home 
from school, and with heavy heart was saying, “Do 
you know why God doesn’t always answer our 
prayers?” In the night, in my crib, I knelt and cried 
despairingly because did not make me good, 

So I would begin over with some God-given coun- 
selor, who would lead me to utter surrender as Charles 
Ernest Scott told of once, in The Sunday School 
Times, in connection with his little daughter’s en- 
trance into the victorious life. 7 

To have had God filling my life, to have put him 
first, would have changed everything. As I look back 
there is no beauty, no light,—only almost unbroken 
yearnings and despairings, yieldings to the natural 
cravings for self-joy, seeking it ifi music and in adored 
friends, but never being really happy, because I needed 
to have God supreme, and couldn’t find the way. 

If when I was tiny, I could have learned to iet the 
Lord control, I should have been a sunny, helpful, un- 
selfish, devoted, obedient daughter and sister. My 
father’s and mother’s always heavy burdens wou!d 
have been lightened. God would have used me so that 
they, too, and my sisters would have entered*into God’s 
rest. Our home would have been bright, happy, united. 
The only thing that separated us was the lack of a 
full surrender in each life. Each one was a Christian, 
but an incomp!ete, unhappy, selfish one. The glorious 








Unusual has been the response to the request of 
The Sunday School Times for letters from readers 
telling what they would do if they could live their 
lives over again. A number of the most interest- 
ing replies are here given; others will be pub- 
lished in later issues. A sobering thought for 
those outside of Christ is the fact that not oue of 
the letters received express regret for having fol- 
lowed the Lord Jesus Christ. The dominant note 
running through all of them is, “Oh, that I might 
have known him earlier, and served him better!” 








possibility of what our home would have been if the 
Lord of Love. had had full sway, makes me marvel. 
It would have been a foretaste of Heaven. 

It would have saved me from foolish, hurtful love 
affairs, from nervous breakdowns, from ineffectual, 
fruitless years. And-then, when we consider how all 
the time a powerful influence is going out from our 
lives, how many I must have weakened, or at best 
not helped, whom God longed to have me lead to him, 
How many stars there might have been in my crown! 
How I might have delighted the heart of my Lord! 

Instead of suffering for so many long, weary years 
because I did not have the Lord of my body, guiding 
and simplifying my life, and giving rest and quiet to 
all its parts, I could have suffered for him, perhaps in 
direct missionary work. That suffering I could look 
back upon with joy. 

But now, what about the little ones we have in our 
homes? Twenty, thirty years from now, will they 
look back and say, “Oh, if mother had only been a 
Spirit-filled Christian, and led me into that glorious 
life when I was young, how different my life would 
have been!” God forbid they should have to look back 
with such sorrow.—An Ohio Mother. 


ve 
Youth Shrinks from Turning Back 


T IS a rather strange coincidence that the morning 

of the day on which The Sunday School Times 
came, in which was asked the question as to what one 
would do if the hands of time were to be turned 
back, that I should have asked that very question of 
myself while on the train. 

Perhaps if I were older I should wish to live my 
life over and do things differently, but as it is I would 
most emphatically do everything in my power to pre- 
vent time from turning back. Undoubtedly there are 
a number of little things that I would not do, if cir- 
cumstances, similar to those under which I did them, 
arose again. But the big things that have happened, 
say in the last five years of my life, I would not care 
to go through again. Through many disillusionments 
I have learned to trust God more and more, and to 
realize that faith in man does not mean very much, 
since such faith in man makes disillusionment neces- 
sary. But faith in God only grows stronger and never 
disappoints. I would not want to be without my faith 
in God and his Son for all in the world! 

The only things I actually regret having done in the 
past and that I wish I could recant, as it were, are 
the “respectable sins.” Most likely later I shall real- 
ize that perhaps there were other things that I would 
not have done. But at the present time, with youth’s 
exuberance, I again say I would not wish to live my 
life over again—A Pennsylvania Young Woman. 


we 
i Would Worry Less and Pray More 


T SEEMS to me that in looking over our past life, 

all of us discover serious rents, that we wish we 
might have the opportunity of patching over. Here 
are some of the patches that I would like to find, if 
I could go over life again, and apply them before the 
rent became manifest. 

Diplomacy.—The gracious art of knowing when to 
speak and when to be silent. To be “wise as serpents 
and harmless as doves” seems to be largely a matter 
of saying the wisest and the kindest things at the 
right time, and thereby avoiding an endless amount of 
harm to oneself and others. 


The art of buying.—Undersized shoes and over- 
sized hats, and ifl-fitting gloves are a menace to the 
most Christian disposition and blur one’s outlook upon 
life. Wearing comfortable and correct clothing, a 
practical art in itself, is no small contributor to right 
living. 

Music.—I would know how to play the piano. Even 
in this day of the radio, there must be an immense 
amount of satisfaction in being able to entertain oneself 
and others with a bit of “home” music. 


The choice of a career—I would know before leav- 
ing high school what was to be my life work. I 
drifted into stenographic work, and, while successful 
in that, have always longed to teach English, or do 
something along a more creative line. 

Patience-——I would not allow myself to become an- 
noyed over so many little things, but would know 
more of the “peace that: passeth understanding,” would 
more often “lift mine eyes unto the hills whence 
cometh my help.” 


The cultivation of the best—I would not let a day 
pass by without knowing better some inspiring book, 
without making friends with nature, the birds and 
the bees, the mysteries of all growing things. without 
knowing better.some human heart, its failings, its as- 
pirations and ideals. I would cherish more the tie of 
friendship, and- consider as most fragile the thread 
that binds human relationships, 

Faith—I would worry less and pray more. I would 
let faith illumine the way for me, and make all life 
more satisfying “and beautiful. I would know more 
of God and-his .Word, and live out, according to his 
plan, a life that- would be happier. ard -holier than I 
have experienced it—An Ohio Reader. 


Noonday’s Clouds Lost in Evening’s Glow 


DON’T. want: to live life over again, Even as a 
young" woman, never did I wish to be a child again, 
I never had any sympathy with that poem: 
Backward, turn backward, O time in your flight, 
Make me a child again just for tonight! 


I have always looked forward to the close of life’s 
day, and now as my feet: are beginning to descend 
the western slope, I. réjoice each.evening that it sees 
my tent pitched one day nearer Home. There is a 
beautiful glow in the western sky. My f.ord may 
give many more years yet, but his promise is: “That 
at evening time it shall be light” (Zech. 14:7). 

But if I had my life to live over with my present 
knowledge and experience of: people, of God and his 
Word, I feel-sure-I should do’some things differently. 

I would trust the Lord more fully, step. out on his 
promises, and if he bade me set my feet on Jordan's 
brim, I would do it, sink or swim. 

I would not let my family influence me so much, 
making me believe that I owed every duty to them 
when I felt the Lord was calling me to a life of serv: 
ice for him. I would not make the personal sacrifice 
that I did, only to find in later years that it had been 
entirely unnecessary. 

I would not make the marriage that I did. 

These are the big things in my. life that I wish were 
different; there are many smaller things-4 West 
Virginia Christian. - 

we 


He Would Be Absolutely Honest 


F I could live life over again, I would seek to be 

more conscientious in the care and use of my body 
as a temple of the Holy Spirit. Then, were any phys- 
ical trouble or disease to come upon me, I could quite 
readily resign myself to God’s will, knowing that my 
affliction was not due to any neglect or recklessness or 
willful sin on my part. 

I would endeavor by God’s grace to be absolutely 
honest and sincere with myself, my friends, and my 
God. I would remember that it is impossible to de- 
ceive God, although one may be able for a time to 
cover up mean, ugly, dishonest practices from those 
nearest you; that when one sins he ruins his own soul, 
though no one else but God knows his life. I would 
remind myself that nothing so degenerates a soul 
as infidelity to truth and conscience. I would pray 
for grace not to stoop unto unkind, nasty, dishon- 
orable acts, or abuse the confidence of dear ones. I 
have suffered grievously from these sins in the past 
and perhaps shortened my days. God has forgiven and 
gives grace now for more righteous living, but ohf 
that I might have the opportunity to live my past ten 
years over again! With my present experience of the . 
value and power of prayer, and trust in the reality of 
God’s grace, I feel that I could ‘accomplish much 
more for my church and Savicur. 

I would seek for daily grace and power that the 
love of Christ might rule me in all my actions, 
relations with others. I-should pray to be delivered 
from all worldly ambitions, self-will, and loveless sus- 
picions. I would pray to be filled with such Christ- 
like self-forgetful love for all men that others might 
be drawn-to Christ through his living in me.—A Penn- 
sylvania Pastor. 
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From Hospital Boat to Robbers’ Den 


The opportunity that came to preach Christ 
to Chinese bandits 


By Oswald J. Smith 





_ -- 





To be seized by Chinese bandits and, for days, to face the danger of losing one’s life after starting out upon a 
life-giving mission of preaching the Gospel, was the harrowing experience of the Reo. R. A. Jaffray of the 


Christian and Missionary Alliance, and brother of W. G. Jaffray, President of The Toronto Globe. 


However, 


God opened up the way for the giving of the Gospel in the bandit stronghold, which perhaps could not have 


been reached in any other way. 
by the a pae of the Alliance Tabernacle in Toronto. 
Mrs. F. 


Howard Taylor's story of capture and release, ‘‘With P’u and His 


The story of Mr. Jaffray’s remarkable experience and deliverance is told 


Another thrilling picture of bandit life in China is 
Brigands,’’ which may be had 


from The Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, for 85 cents, postage 7 cents. 


T WAS. five o’clock in the morning. From the 

shore of the river came a call in Chinese, and in 

a moment the missionaries were up. Glancing 
across the water, they saw a line of rough looking 
men fully armed,.and they knew immediately that they 
were in the hands of the robbers. 

It was Robert Jaffray’s first experience. For nearly 
thirty years he had traveled and labored in China 
without having seen a bandit. The country he knew 
was infested with them, but this was the first time 
he had met them face to face. 

What was to be done? Would it be possible to 
get past? Gazing into the hardened faces of the men 
on the shore, there seemed to be but little hope. They 
were.a determined looking lot. 

But there was not much time for idle speculation. 
The robbers were there for business, bent on toll and 
plunder. It was their custom to collect from every 
boat that came up the river. And so advancing to 
the water's edge, the chief quickly made known his 
desires, ; 

“You will kindly pay toll before proceeding,” he 
politely demanded. 

“But we are missionaries,” explained Mr. Jaffray, 
standing. in his pajamas on the deck, “we come to 
preach the Gospel.” 

“No matter,”’ responded the chief, .“all boats pay 
toll on the Fu River.” 

“But this, is.a-hospital boat,” replied the missionary. 
“It may be quite legitimate for you to collect from 
merchantmen, but you surely wouldn’t expect tall from 
a hospital boat!” 

“Makes no difference! Must, pay!’ shortly answered 
the chief in a menacing tone of voice. 

Mr. Jaffray then explained what a wonderful and 
good Gospel he had brought. It seemed, however, as 
though the last word had been said. The chieé’s state- 
ment sounded final. The missionary had argued his 
best, but -without avail. The situation was rapidly be- 
coming most critical. 

Suddenly Robert Jaffray took a step forward. A 
new light flashed in his eye. Familiar with the Chi- 
nese mind, he had thought of another device. He 
would try humor. 

“Look, Chief,” he began, “we missionaries are not 
accustomed to giving offerings; we receive offerings. 
All our work is supported by the freewill gifts of 
the people. 
Now, wouldn't it. be nice if you were to give us an 
offering: for our work?” 

For a moment the face of the chief wore an expres- 
sion ‘of surprise, then broke into a smile as he saw and 
appreciated the joke. The idea of a robber chief 
giving an offering to missionary work! And the muis- 
sionary knew: that he had won the day. It was now 
the chief’s turn to prove tl-at he should not give an 
offering to the work, and for a time at least the ques- 
tion of toll was dropped. A moment he paused as 
though searching for reasoius. Then came his reply. 

“Nor do I give. It is my custom also to receive.” 

“Then,” responded Mr. Jaffray, “we are both in the 
same position. Neither of us gives; we both receive.” 

But the chief was not satisfied. His argument had 
been answered. Toll was not mentioned again. Still 
he had no idea of letting his captives free so easily. 
Mr. Jaffray took in the situation at a glance, and 
thought: hard. 

“By the way,” he ventured during the pause that 
followed, “have you any sick men?” 

“Yes, I have,” replied the chief, 0 

“Well, britg them on board and let us take them to 
the hospital in Wuchow,” invited the missionary. 

“No, I-can’t do that,” answered the chief, “but have 
you any medicine?’ 

One of the Chinese crew on the boat soon appeared 
with both hands full of coochs containing salve. .He 
was scared, but not scared stiff, for so violently did 
he shake that before he could hand them to the rob- 
bers they fell. all over the sand. 

“This salve,” said Mr. Jaffray, “will cure most any- 
thing. Take it and use it. You are welcome.” 

Gathering up the coochs and murmuring their thanks, 
the robbers turned to go, then Mr. Jaffray, noting an 
expression of perplexity on the chief’s face as he stood 
silently watching the scéne, spoke again. 

“We have come to your country,” he explained, 
“with Good News, the Good News of God’s love for 


’ 


party up the Iu Rivér. 


We never dream of giving, we receive. 


sinful men. He so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son to die, and now he forgives all who will 
accept his love. He sent us to teli you this marvelous 
story of his great love, and he wants you men to let 
his Son Jesus Christ come into your hearts.” 

For a moment every one stopped and listened, then 
with an abrupt movement the chief turned away. 

“All right, you may go,” he said. And followed by 
his men, the whole band trailed off over the hiil leav- 
ing the boat to continue its journey unmolested. 

In China it is the duty of the magistrate to protect 
the foreign missionary. Hence, when news of the 
holdup reached him, he immediately dispatched eighty 
soldiers, or rather “braves” to act as an escort to the 
It was a most unfortunate 
arrangement, for instead of helping, it hindered. 

For some weeks the besieging army had surrounded 
Kweilin, making it impossible for the missionaries to 
get out. Nor could any word be obtained from them. 
Robert Jaffray had made up his mind that they must 
somehow be rescued and brought down. Hence, the 
present hazardous journey. It seemed from the first 
a hopeless venture, but with his three companions he 
was determined to try. Surely, he thought, it will be 
possible to get through the lines and effect a rescue. 
Little did he know what lay before him. 

They had not accomplished half the journey, when 
suddenly rounding a bend in the river at the head 
of a rapid, they were alarmed at the sound of rifle 
fire. In a moment the boat was brought to a stop, 
the eighty “braves” got down behind it, and at once 
commenced firing on the bandits. It was the worst 
thing that could have been done. The return fire of 
the robbers was directed right.on the missionary boat. 
The bullets were flying on all sides. Almost before 
they had begun, the fight was over, for the “braves,” 


. terror stricken, turned and fled for their lives, splash- 


ing through the shallow water, and disappearing in 
the woods on the farther side. 

It was now useless to think of talking. They were in 
no humor to parley. How the missionaries wished that 
no guard had been sent! They got on so much bet- 


ter with the first party alone, and would doubtless. 


have gotten past again, had they been allowed to ex- 
plain their mission. But now it was too late, for in 
another minute the robbers were on board. 

Quickly they took possession of the boat, and with- 
out a word, made themselves at home. Everything in 
sight was appropriated. The missionaries politely of- 


fered them tea. They drank all the tea and ate all 


the cakes. Before long they were decked up with 
foreign garments of every description until they pre- 
sented a most grotesque appearance. 

Mr. Jaffray had a sun hat which he greatly treas- 
ured, and hoped would be overlooked. But to his dis- 
appointment an unusually cross looking fellow pres- 
ently saw it and immediately put it on his head, after 
which he walked up to a mirror where he surveyed 
himself, apparently with a good deal of satisfaction. 
Robert Jaffray watched him until he became so amused 
that he thought he would say semcthing. 

“My brother,” he began, “I see you like my hat. I 
will be glad to make you a present of it.” 


The robber turned and looked at him, but made 


no reply. 

By this time Mr. Jafiray was beginuing to see the 
humor of the situation as he stood watching the scene 
before him. He might just as well appear to be gen- 
erous, he thought, since they were taking everything 
anyway, and a gracious spirit might help somehow. 
He knew the Chinese character well enough to know 
that the harder he made it for them the harder it 
would be for himself.: If he were to show anger and 
resentment, they would probably get ugly, and only 
God knew what might happen. So he resolved then 
and there that he would be a good prisoner and give 
as little trouble as possible. 

For a year past he had been working on a series 
of articles most diligently, and with the idea of con- 
tinuing his writing during the journey, he had brought 
the manuscript with him. And now with aching heart 
he saw it confiscated along with all his other valuables. 
Most earnestly did he pray that it might be recovered, 
for it represented a year’s hard work, and it could 
not be replaced. But he never saw it again. 

As the robbers approached he thought of his watch, 
and wondered if he could devise some way to retain 
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it.. Suddenly he thought of the drawer in his portable 
typewriter, and when no one was looking, he made 
a swiit move, opened the drawer, slipped his watch in, 
and quickly’ clesed and locked it. His idea was that 
the robbers naturally would search him first, and they 
would-be unable to-open the drawer without breaking 


it. Then when the search was over, he thought, he - 


could secure his watch again, and thus have it through- 
out his captivity. It was a risky venture, but it 
worked. : 

Presently the looting was completed and the rob- 
bers, decked up in all kinds of foreign garments, pre- 
pared to take their prisoners and leave for their moun- 
tain. fastness. Driven at the point of revolvers they 
were soon all ashore, where preparations were imme- 
diately made for the march. 

“Brethren, you don’t need to threaten us,” said Rob- 
ert Jaffray fearlessly, as they surrounded the little 
greup of prisoners, saying what they would do if any 
should refuse to obey. “We will be good. I -thave-every 
respect for a man with a gun, I can assure you,” he 
cencluded, as they began their journey. 

Then lifting his eyes to Heaven he prayed, prayed 
as he had seldom prayed in his life before. 

“Lord,” he pleaded, “let not a drop of blood be shed, 
let not a bone be broken; grant that there may be no 
serious illness, and save the souls of some of these 
men. 

Such was the Spirit-inspired prayer offered, and 
God in a remarkable way answered. Two of the 
petitioris were completely fulfilled. The last, there is 
every reason to believe, will also be granted. 

Two men, armed to the teeth, were assigned to each 
prisoner, and with one ahead of him and one behind; 
Robert Jaffray commenced his forced march. 

Having discovered that it paid to be a good pris- 
oner, and that he got along better by exhibiting a spirit 
of happiness and contentment rather than of misery 
and resentment, he began to joke with his captors un- 
til at times he had them in high spirits and fits of 
laughter. Their semse of humor was keen, and they 
appreciated to the full the jokes of their prisoner. 

“Many a time before this experience,” said Mr. 
Jaffray, in telling the story after his release, “I won- 
dered how I would act in the midst of bandits. Would 
I be afraid? But I made the happy discovery that 
God gives grace sufficient for every occasion. I had 
no sensation of fear at all.” 

It was 5 P. M. when the boat was stopped. For over 
five hours they marched in single file. It became 
dark, There were no lights and the footpath soon be- 
came indistinct. They began to grow tired, but the 
robbers forced them on. Where they were going they 
did not know. Probably, they thought, to some lonely 
rendezvous where their captors would be safe from 
the soldiers. For a while they thought they might be 


able to remember the way, escape, and get back. But. 


it soon became apparent that such a thing was im- 
possible. The robbers never hesitated. Not a pause 
did they make. Every man seemed to know the road, 
and with quickened pace they pressed on. 

At midnight they stopped at a loft into which they 
were hustled and told to rest. Here their captors 
laid themselves down and were soon fast asleep, with 
the exception of those who were dividing the spoil 
and those who had been appointed to guard the pris- 
oners. A dim lantern hung from a beam. 

Most captives are bound, generally with chains. 
They never were. But they were. always carefully 
guarded by armed men. Not for a single moment, 
either night or day, were they left to themselves. 

Robert Jaffray lay down, but not to sleep. His mind 
was going over the unfortunate events of the day. 
What would be the end of it allehe wondered. The 
situation was. most critical. However, he consoled 
himself, it had not happened by chance. God must 
have a purpose in it. He would therefore be a good 
prisoner for Jesus Christ. Escape had not yet en- 
tered his mind. But he thought of his work as he lay 
on his back listening to the breathing of the desper- 
adoes around him. Who would attend to it? How 
could they manage? Of course they would be fran- 
tic when news reached them of his predicament. And 
then his wife and his daughter Margaret — what a 
trial it would be to them! For a while he allowed 
himself. to think of home, home in Wuchow, where for 
more than a score of years he had labored. And then 
the missionaries in Kweilin. It was for them he had 
set out on his. perilous journey. It was to release 
them he. had ventured up the robber-infested river. 
And now, well, now they might have to release him. 
Oh, the irony of fate! But yet, yes, God overruled. 
Somehow he would get out alive. At least, he felt so. 
Little did the brave-hearted missionary know what 
awaited him in the dense forest before he would again 
see the faces of those he loved. 

Suddenly his attention was arrested by a strange 
kind of buzzing sound, and for a while he was unable 
to locate its source. No one had stirred. Most of 
the robbers were asleep. What could it be? 
ently he glanced up at the roof of the loft and the 
mystery was solved, for he made the rather unwelcome 
discovery that he was very near a beehive. In- fact 


some of the bees, disturbed by the unexpected -in-’ 


truders, had already begun to bestir themselves. Mr. 
Jaffray had now forgotten his melancholy thoughts 
as he wondered how long it would be before the bees 
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would decide to turn out in force. An attack in such 
a place he well knew would not be pieasant, to say 
the least. 

“What's this?” 

Turning suddenly at the unexpected question, im- 
mediately forgetting for the time the danger of an 
attack from’ above, Robert Jaffray was amazed to see 
standing at his side, no less a personage than the much 
dreaded chief. 

“What’s this?” again questioned the chief, holding 
up the missionary’s typewriter. 

“That?” responded Mr. Jaffray, recovering from his 
surprise, “Why, that’s my typewriter.” 

“What. does it do?” inquired the chief. 

“It writes letters,” answered Mr. Jaffray. 

“Does it know Chinese?” ' 

“No, it doesn’t know Chinese, it only knows English.” 

“Open it,” commanded the chief. 

The missionary did so, and then promptly proceeded 
to show his captor how to close it again. With a 
snap the lock turned, and to his great joy he knew that 
his watch was once more safe in the drawer. 

“You may have it,” said the chief. “It’s no good 
to me. Doesn’t know Chinese.” 

A moment later the chief had gone, and with a quick 
motion. the missionary again opened the drawer, took 
out his watch, be ip it in a towel, shoved it into 
his hip pocket, and settled down to wait for what 
might happen next. 

But he had not long to wait. It was just one hour 
since their arrival. The chief gave a brief word of 
command, and in a few moments every man was up 
and on the march again. , 

And now began a journey the like of which neither 
Robert Jaffray, nor any other prisoner in the party 
ever expected to take. How it could ever be accom- 
plished seemed unanswerable. It was pitch dark. 
Stones, boulders, trees, mud, and water everywhere; 
a dim almost indiscernible path; bodies tired and 
weary. What an experience! 

Presently they came to a stream, not a large one, 
and very shallow. Mr. Jaffray decided that he would 
not get his feet wet, so stepping carefully from stone 
to stone he managed to cross dry-shod. But not so 
the robbers. There was no attempt made by them to 
keep dry. They stepped right in and waded through. 
The missionary watched and wondered. He could not 
understand such utter disregard for health. But that 
was because he had never been over that particular 
path before, and the robbers, well, they had. For 
before they reached their, journey’s end they had 
crossed no less than thirteen streams, or rather rivers, 
so deep that they were wading through water that 
reached to their armpits. r 

But now arose the problem: how keep the watch 
dry? . The water would of course enter his hip pocket, 
and that would be fatal. The robbers in order to 
protect their guns, simply held them high above their 
heads as they waded through. But that would not do 
for the watch. Finally a plan was hit upon by a fel- 
low prisoner. Quickly taking it from the hand of its 
owner as they stood en the bank awaiting their turn, 
he quietly slipped it into the breast pocket of his luster 
coat, which he wrapped around his neck, while with 
his teeth he held the lapel until it was safely landed 
on the other side. 

And now more terrible still became the path. It 
was witheut doubt the worst ever traveled by the mis- 
sionary party. In al], China Robert Jaffray had never 
seen the like. Its mountainous character necessitated 
continuous climbing, sometimes over crags and up 
steeps that could not be walked or even climbed. Grasp- 
ing hold of shrubs, trees and bushes, they were com- 
pelled to pull themselves up on hands and knees. Then 
there were the fearful ravines, right beside the nar- 
row, winding path, where one false step would mean 
instant death hundreds of feet below. None but rob- 
bers had ever used the trail, and they chose it, not 
because they were unable to find a better, but because 
they well knew that no prisoner who might escape 
could ever hope to find his way back. 

At last they saw streaks of light in the eastern sky 
which told them day was approaching. Finally the 
chief called a halt. It was now five o'clock. Again 
they rested. The sun rose and set. All day they re- 
mained in camp. Night fell, and once more the dread- 
ful march was resumed. 

For twelve long hours they plodded on. By this 
time the missionaries were utterly fatigued. It seemed 
to Robert Jaffray as he dragged one leg after the 
other that it would be absolutely impossible for him 
to go another step. Finally in sheer desperation he 
turned to his guard, and-for the first time made an 
appeal. 

“IT am afraid you will have to carry me,” he said, 
almost stopping in his steps. 

“Carry you!” exclaimed the robber, beginning to 
laugh.. “Do you know how we carry pigs?” 

“Oh, yes, I know quite well,” responded the mission- 
ary, as a vision of four légs tied two and two, a long 
pole between festing on the shoulders of two ‘men, 
presented itself to him. 

“Well,” commented the robber, “that is the way 
we would carry you.” 


Robert Jaffray decided that he would prefer to walk, - 


and on he trudged. 
(To be concluded in next week's issue) 
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tions in the Euphrates valley account of the 

exhumation of the early civilization of those 
who came into Babylonia before the Semites. Arche- 
ologists call them Sumerians, the Bible speaks of them 
as sons of Cush, sons of Canaan, sons of Ham. In 
either case, they are not represented as being Semites. 
The Bible says Hamites; archeology does not claim 
to know with certainty, except that they were not 
Semites. 

I have ofttimes called attention to the fact that 
sometimes the earliest civilizations do not show a 
primitive culture, but the very opposite. Another in- 
stance of this kind comes now. 

From the latest excavations, “we now know that 
before the real political history of the Sumerians be- 
gins (3000 B. C.) they had long been master crafts- 
men of the ceramic art in the entire region of their 
early occupation, from Assyria in the north to the 
Persian Gulf.” From Ur of Chaldees also, 1,000 years 
before Abraham, comes “a great hoard of copper ob- 
jects, revealing the skill of the Sumerian metal 
workers.” In later times this high art “passed away.” 

Here is then another instance of getting nearer to 
the civilization that came down past Noah from the 
antediluvian world, and finding it higher and higher. 
The systematic delineation of civilization recorded in 
the fourth chapter of Genesis may well indicate a civ- 
ilization more advanced than any since the flood, un- 
til modern times. -And who knows that the saying of 
Solomon in his day, “There is no new thing under 
the sun,” may not still be true? 

Professor Langdon, Expository Times, November, 1926, 


(Cons inthe there comes from the excava- 


“PP. 71, 72. 


A New List of Antediluvian Patriarchs 


To antediluvian patriarchs have at last appeared, 
and made their polite bow in Sumerian legend and 
tradition, as they have already long been known to 
have mention there from the reflection of such account 
in Berosus. Now the list of them has actually been 
found, quite as it is in Genesis. Attempts have often been 
made to identify the names as the very samie as those 
in Genesis, but with rather indifferent success. That 
is not very important, for in a different language the 
names would probably be quite different, as one knows 
who tries to identify western names in Arabic liter- 
ature! But these Babylonian lists parallel the Bibli- 
cal lists in three things; the men named were world 
leaders before the flood, there were ten of them, and 
long life is attributed to them. Only the long life 
attributed to them in the Bible seems very trivial com- 
pared with the 450,000 years given them in the Su- 
merian story. 

A curious outcome of this discovery is the positive 
assertion that here “is confirmed what was already 
known from Berosus, the Sumerian origin of the Bibli- 
cal tradition.” Just how two stories of the same events, 
as in the Bible and in the Sumerian legends, so un- 
questionably certify one as the “origin” of the other, 
is not quite clear to people accustomed to consider all 
logical possibilities in the interpretation of evidence. 
Besides, one fundamental principle of the interpre- 
tation of two accounts is that the more elaborate is 
later, and the simpler is the o'der. 

Professor Langdon,: Expository Times, November, 1926, 
p. 74. 

+ 4 


Why No Name for Deity ? 


TILL another curious and suggestive fact comes 

from these old Sumerian tablets being. unearthed 
in Babylonia. Professor Langdon says that in “the 
oldest known inscription written on clay tablets” he 
was unable to find “a single name of the deity.” “We 
had reached that remote age before the religious 
genius of man had clearly defined the divine powers 
which he worshiped.” ‘ 

It seems to me a better phrasing of the conclusion 
would be that we had gotten back to a time when 
the preaching of Noah had not yet been corrupted in 
a polytheistic way, or at :east to some people who had 
not yet fallen into polytheism. 

Professor Langdon, Expository Times, November, 1926, 
P. 77. 

w 


The Passing of a Great Swiss Archeologist 


sp ky news items claim special notice. There is 
the sad news of the death of Professor Edouard 
Henri Naville, D.C.L., LL.D., Ph.D., Litt.D., the dis- 
tinguished Swiss Egyptologist so long connected with 
the University of Geneva. ‘He died at his home, 
Malagny, near Geneva, October 7. It is to me, and 





ST ay arora 


es 


to many throughout the world a personal bereave- 
ment, There come to mind at once the agonized words 
of Elisha, “My father,.my father, the chariot? { Is- 
rael and the horsemen thereof.” 

For a quarter of a century he was a dear nl 
mate friend. One of the most delightful men  s 
of. life is that I came by his home at Malagny on my 
return from Palestine two years ago, and also wrote 
him an account of the work at Kirjath-sepher, for 
which I received a pleasant letter from his sick cham- 
ber, written by another hand. He was one of the 
foremost archeologists of the age which now ends, 
always a stanch defender of the Word, a scholar who 
never lost his head amid clashing and vague theories. 
We have lost much. Who can fill his place? 


we 
Sir William Flinders Petrie’s New Work 


SECOND piece of news is not of death, but ot 

life. Once again Sir William Matthew Flinders 
Petrie, Litt.D., LL.D., Ph.D., of England, the “great- 
est digger of them all,” is coming back to Palestine 
to work. This time he comes near our work at Kir- 
jath-sepher. He is much criticized by some of the 
younger generation of archeologists, but, for tangible 
results, he surpasses all and usually surprises them, 
too. There will be something interesting to report 
from southern Palestine soon. We welcome him as a 
neighbor at Kirjath-sepber. 
Recent press notice in St. Louis Globe-Democrat. 


we 
An Attack on Philistine Pottery 


7 HE reliability of the pottery tests for the various 
4 civilizations of Palestine has often been set forth 
in the Archeological Reviews appearing from time to 
time in The Sunday School Times, as well as in the 
many special articles recounting the excavations at 
Kirjath-sepher, Indeed, the science of pottery is now 
so completely worked out. and so generally accepted 
for Palestine, since the beginning made many years 
ago by Professor, now Sir William Flinders Petrie, 
that it is regarded as in a good degree an exact sci- 
ence. It is rather late in the day, to say the least, for 
anyone to assail the main divisions of the classification 
of civilization made on the basis of the pottery. But 
it is always a method of attack to claim that well es- 
tablished principles are not so well established. 

So now we are told that the strange pottery, so 
long recognized as Philistine, or pseudo-Cypriote, 
found at so many places and most especially in the 
Philistine country, as by such archeologists as Mac- 
alister, Thiersch, and Phythian-Adams, is not Philis- 
tine pottery at all, but simply Palestinian pottery with 
some “Mediterranean influence.” 

_It is impossible without pictures and much descrip- 
tion to make to appear how impossible such a sugges- 
tion is, unless it be made in the general sense fhat the 
Philistines came from the Mediterranean. That would 
be like saying that Isaiah did not write, but some other 
person from the same land, who got himself some- 
how called Isaiah! But the Philistine pottery is so 
absolutely different in shape, in color, in texture, and 


‘especially im decorations, that it can be nothing else 


than a foreign introduction, and from a Mediterranean 
region. As the Philistines are the only foreigners 
from that region at that time, it is most reasonable to 
attribute this pottery to them. 

E, Saussey, in Syria, V, 1924, pp. 169-185. 


ug 
Babylonian Trees of Paradise 


NTERESTING evidence of knowledge of the trees 
of Paradise among Babylonians is brought out by 
A. Ungnad. They appear as the “tree of life” and 
the “tree of truth.” It has long been known that the 
Babylonian records give hints of the trees of Para- 
dise, even give pictures which certainly appear to em- 
body the story in Genesis. This, however, is very 
definite information concerning them. But it is rather 
amazing that the Pan-Babylonians still cling so ten- 
aciously to their theory that, wherever there is found 
anything in Babylonia that parallels anything in the 
Bible, it must of necessity be the “origin of the Bibli- 
cal tradition.” 
A. Ungnad, in Zeitschrift, Morganl. Ges., LXXIX, 1923, 
Pp. 11-118, 
w 


Ancient Commerce That Parallels Solomon’s 


RECORD of the “sea expedition from the island 
of Dilmun, after a three years’ voyage, with 4 
cargo of gold, silver, lapis lazuli, precious stones. 
ivory, caskets of rare wood for the temple of Ninga!” 
at Ur, pointedly suggests the like expedition of Solomon 
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to the land of Ophir and the expedition of Queen 
Hatshepsut to the Land of Punt. Is it possible that 
these expeditions were all to the same place? Who 
can tell? : 

These expeditions raise another question. Were all 
the good things of life, all the luxuries and costly 
things, lavished upon the gods? It is a question akin 
to another: was all literature religious in those an- 
cient nations, since nearly all inscriptions or documents 
are found in connection with graves or temples. That 
the best materials were used for temples is manifest 
from the enduring of the temples and the perishing of 
nearly all the palaces. But it would probably be as 
foolish to think all the literature was religious as to 
draw the same conclusion from inscriptions gathered 
from modern churches and graveyards. 

Leon Legrain, The Museum Journal, University of Penn- 
sylvania, September, 1926, p. 257. 


ve 
Broadcasting in Old Testament Days 


HE “grapevine telegraph” of slavery days in 

America, and of Civil War times as well, brings 
before us phenomena that'seem at times uncanny, as 
when the news of the Emancipation Proclamation cir- 
culated among the negroes before the official informa- 
tion came to the field. This is now paralleled by 
something that illustrates what, in more modern par- 
,ance, may be called “broadcasting in Old Testament 
times.” It is among the Kaffirs of South Africa, 
who are, themselves, as reticent about it as were the 
negroes in slavery days. Yet it has been observed by 
white men and described by them. From one moun- 
tain top to another the message is shouted. How illus- 
trative of the words of Nahum, “Behold, upon the 
mountains the feet of him that bringeth good tidings” 
(Nah. 1:15), and of Isaiah, “How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tid- 
ings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings 


of good, that publisheth salvation, that saith unto 


Zion, Thy God reigneth!” ("sa. 52: 7.) 
The Rev. Vernon V. Bird, in Expository Times, Novem- 
ber, 1926, p. 69. 
we 


The Amazing Aspect of the 
World: Today 


This challenging picture of the present-day crisis is 
reprinted from an editorial in the November Jewish Mis- 
sionary Magazine, the monthly periodical of the New 
lization Society, of which Thomas M. 

Chalmers is Founder and Missionary Director. 


HE moral history of the world reveals times of 

special crisis, when conditions are out of the nor- 
mal. Events crowd on one another in a _ rushing 
stream. The observer, who is also a part of the surg- 
ing movement, can with difficulty detect the direction 
of the current or note what is taking place. All is 
confusion, disorder, a dislocation and mixture of heter- 
ogeneous elements in angry flux. ‘ 

These critical times appear at the close of dispensa- 
tions of human history, when God is about to wind up 
the affairs of a dying age to introduce a new era. It 
would seem in such days as if men were most eager 
to grasp all of life possible and crowd its enjoyment 
into the shortest space of time, and as if God were 
hastening the ripening of his purposes and the fulfill- 
mertt of his gigantic plans in a day. Such is the as- 
pect of the’ present time. 

Physical Conditions—The earth is in great unrest, 
It heaves .daily and hourly with earthquakes. It is 
swept by terrific storms that take heavy toll of human 
life. Tidal waves engulf cities and make fertile areas 
barren. China suffers the greatest earthquake in hu- 
man history. Japan.is halted in her plans for national 
development by a stupendous catastrophe. California 
is shaken with fear as her cities tumble to ruin. Mar- 
iners with scores of years of experience on the sea 
report the greatest storms they ever endured. Rains 
threaten to drown out the fruitful fields of entire states, 
while other regions suffer from drought. The seasons 
seem to forget their order and to mingle themselves 
with each other. All nature struggles in the throes 
of birth agony. Creation itself awaits its final de- 
liverance at the hands of its Maker. All this our 
Lord predicted as conditions to prevail in the closing 
years of this age. 


Political Commotions—What unrest appears among 
the nations of the earth! All manner of social disturb- 
ances; economic distress, strikes, unemployment, and 
dissatisfaction with the rewards of labor and the gains 
of business make statesmen stagger as they seek a solu- 
tion that will bring peace to ‘society. Legislatures in 
many modern states grope uncertainly after practical 
answers to. their problems-or utterly fail to function 
at all. Dictators arise in land after land. Poland 
is restive, wondering if her dictator will grasp the 
kingly crown. Mussolini holds Italy in his hand as 
he seizes the authority of an entire cabinet and wields 
such power as none has enjoyed since Napoleon Bona- 
parte. All Europe awaits in fear and trembling the 
next step he will take. Swiftly and silently he gathers 
the forces that are to weld into one the members of 
the former,.Roman Empire. The League of Nations 
steps uneasily, afraid and yet wielding more and more 
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power. Its tenure of life is insecure. Its membership 
changes, and though Germany has entered the League 
the tear of Teutonic vengeance disturbs the sleep of 
statesmen and the specter of a Russo-Germanic Mon- 
golian alliance lurks ever in the background of Euro- 
pean politics. The mightiest war of all history was 
waged to end war, yet the nations are more heavily 
armed than ever. It is an amazing spectacle for 
angels and men. 


Moral and Spiritual State —The world’s awful need 
of Christ finds his Church engaged in consorting with 
the world to perfect human society and abolish war, 
and, except for a small remnant of faithful witnesses 
and their supporters, forgetful of her sole task of 
evangelization. Great masses that profess the name 
of Christ are going into apostasy. The chief division 
of so-called Christianity has tecome Babylonian and 
seeks to mount the beast of worldly power now ris- 
ing about the Mediterranean Sea. Possessing unparal- 
leled wealth, the evangelical divisions of Christendom 
find themselves unable to continue their full task 
for lack of offerings, and are confronted inemany fields 
of high promise with retrenchment, to their utter 
shame. Heathen fields were never so white to the 
ha: vest, but church boards cut down their budgets. 
Mo.lem lands were never so open and ready for the 
truth, yet the call for workers goes unanswered, And 
all the while crime and lawlessness grow like weeds in 
nearly every land. When Christ most needs a strong 
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Church pulsating with life and vigor, Modernism and 
worldliness eat out the heart of her strength. Instead 
of watching for their Lord to return and solve the 
vast problems of lost humanity, multitudes of minis- 
ters and laymen postpone his coming and seek by 
worldly means to make their own millennium. No 
wonder the nations groan with pain, and hope dies out 
in countless hearts. ¢ 

Israels Reviving Nationality—The world. shows 
three signs of our Lord’s return such as were never 
seen in like degree in any other day; the reviving of 
Israel, the apostasy in the churches, and the growth of 
lawlessness. These three stamp our time with special 
significance. Two thousand years of exile find the Jews 
fully scattered throughout the earth yet turning with 
unwonted hope and vigor to their ancient homeland. 
Over one hundred thousand Jews have entered Pales- 
tine since 1919. This “budding of the fig tree” marks 
a national revival apart from faith in Christ, which 
can end only in a new disaster of unparalleled magni- 
tude and suffering because of their acceptance of the 
Antichrist. By continued rejection of Jesus the Mes- 
siah, in the face of increasing light as to his person 
and relation to the nation, the Jews are swiftly pre- 
paring for their final, awful act of rebellion against 
their true Lord and Saviour. All these things ma!-¢ 
our time peculiarly amazing and significant. ‘“Watch- 
man, what of the night? The watchman said, The 
morning cometh, and also the night” (Isa? 21: 11, 12). 








The result of interesting recognition tests 











Why My Girls Now Study the Bible 


By Elizabeth Learn 








Every Sunday-school teacher has had to face the seemingly impossible task of geiting pupils really to study or at 

least to read the lesson before coming to school. This teacher found a way to create such an interest in the lesson 

that it made her girls want to study. Valuable methods of lesson preparation are given in the book, ‘‘Preparing 

and Teaching the Lesson *’ ($1, postage 10 cents), containing twenty-three of the choicest articles from a prize 

competition. An excellent booklet for the question and answer method of teaching is ‘‘500 Bible Story Questions 

and Answers,’’ by Samuel Scoville, Jr. (50 cents, postage 5 cents). Both of these may be had from The Sunday 
hool Times Company, Philadelphia. 


WONDER how many Sunday-school teachers con- 

sider their teaching methods and judge their ef- 
fectiveness by class results. I remember in my col- 
lege days a certain course in Old Testament history. 
I was a Sunday-school teacher, and discovered that 
my knowledge of the Old Testament was very hazy 
— Omri, Enoch, and Asa, who or what they were I 
had. no idea. I took steps to solve this purely personal 
problem, and felt that I was at least a better informed 
teacher afterward. 

About a year ago I read an article in a paper com- 
menting on ridiculous answers found in the college 
examination papers of Bible History students. I had 
at that time a Sunday-school class of girls in their 
teens, most of whom were in high school. I had taught 
them through the Junior Department and into the sec- 
ond year of the Intermediate graded course, and had 
worked most earnestly. I told them about the article, 
feeling quite confident that these were easy questions 
after such training as they had had. 

But in spite of their years of Sunday-school study 
they could not even answer the simple question, Who 
betrayed Jesus Christ? a ; 

We talked this appalling problem over together. 
The girls said that in the ten years of Sumnday-school 
study it was always the same storics and they had 
paid no attention to any details nor gained any facts. 
Other Sunday-school teachers said they had discovered 
this, but it would probably always be so. With the 
excellent texts provided I felt that something was 
wrong. There was too little familiarity with the Bible 
itself, the teaching was too dependent on the texts 
and lacked novelty, and there was no way of checking 
up what was being learned. H ; 

I decided to give very specia! attention to planning 
each lesson and to try to familiarize my pupils with 
the Bible by frequent quick references during the class 
period. Then there must be tésts to check up whether 
I was getting results. Anything in the least bit hke 
examinations at’ once aroused antagonism, but I ex- 
plained that these were merely tests requiring very 
little writing and based on questions covered by the 
text and discussed in the class. We were then finish- 
ing a quarterly text and I gave twenty-five questions, 
not more than three being from any one lesson. 

Here are ten similar cuestions based on a study of 
the Twelve Apostles: 

1. Name a disciple who was the son of Zebedee, 

2. Name one who was the son of Alphaeus. 

3. Name one who was Peter’s brother. 

4. Name the collector of taxes. 

5. Which apostle taught and baptized the Egyptian eunuch? 
6. Who doubted the resurrection? d 

zy. Which one had another name besides Lebbaeus? 

8. Which was the “beloved disciple”? 

9. Who denied his Lord? 

10. Who betrayed Jesus? 


The answers to my twenty-five questions were de- 
plorable. I made very little comment, but the girls 


were rather ashamed and began their new quarterly 
with more interest. They carried the questions home 
and asked their parents about them. I suspect the 
parents were discomfitted and, before the year of 
the experiment ended, thought me a very tiresome 
teacher. 

Because of the momentary flicker of interest I tried 
out a new plan of class work. First we discussed 
the lesson to get its teaching. If in thirty minutes 
this was not finished, we did not encroach on our other 
fifteen minutes sacred to acquiring Biblical facts. At 
this time we took up three or more facts either in the 
lesson or suggested by it. Often it involved some- 
thing that had been assigned the week before: - — 

As we. were studying the ministry of Jesus, the first 
work was closely connected. with the disciples. . Their 
names had once been -glibly learned and quickly for- 
gotten. Even in a list of Biblical names they: could 
not recognize which belonged to the ‘Twelve... Prophets, 
kings, John the Baptist, Paul, and Moses were all 
confused with the apostles. For three months. we de- 
voted ourselves to*learning the twelve disciples and all 
about them. We began by .looking up references. 
They discovered which were brothers and which had 
two names. We® endeavored to tie each name to a 
fact. After one month I gave a-recognition test in 
which they ‘were to underscore the correct’ word. 
Here is a sample: ; 


1, Underscore those names that belong to the Twelve — 


James, John the Baptist, Peter, Bartimaeus, Paul, John 
the Gospel writer, Bartholomew, Thaddaeus, Matthew, 
Mark, Judah, Thomas, Andrew, Simon, and. Judas 
Iscariot. 

2. Jesus was born in Bethlehem or Nazareth. 

3. All or some of the Twelve were fishermen. 

4- John the Baptist was crucified or beheaded. 

5s. Was Jesus humble or proud, bold or fearful, weak or 
strong? : 

6. Gethsemane is a town, or fort, or a garden. 

7. Jerusalem is a city, country, or a person. 

8. Peter is a brother of Andrew or James. 


_ 9 Lazarus is a prophet, one of the Twelve, or a iollower 


of the Christ. 
10. Thomas denied, betrayed, or doubted the resurrection, 


The results showed a very little gain, but their 
knowledge was still hazy. “The biggest gain was im the 
interest aroused. The girls were determined to know 
those twelve names. Each month I gave either a one 
word, or a recognition, or a true or false test. ° 

After about six months of this I began to consider 
whether I was covering essential facts. I then con- 
sulted three or four other teachers and asked them 
to give me three questiofis that they considered es- 
sential to agknowledge of the New Testament. These 
questions were included in the final test and‘ were 
similar to those I had been giving. ; 

My experiment worked very well, and I hope‘ many 
other teachers will try it out. 

Oak ann, CAL, 























Lesson ‘for January 2. . 
Mark 1: 16-20; 2: 13-17; 1 John 3:6 


Why He Gave Up the Stage 


From the time of his earliest childhood, when he had 
a little toy theater to play with, he was captivated by 
acting and the stage, — at their best. In high school 
he. organized a dramatic club. When he went to 
the theater he cared only for the best productions, 
; the standard drama. After two years in a well- 

known college he took his plunge and joined the .pro- 
fession. He made good, taking important parts in 











Shakespearean plays, and in a well-known company 
that is often cited as one that does “better preaching 
i than most sermons.” 


j He is not on the stage now. He came to see what 
he calls “my utter moral and spiritual bankruptcy,” 
and equally the true character of the theater even at 
its best. He believes now, he says, that the Chris- 
tian -has no place on either side of the footlights. 
“Many different agencies were used by the Lord in 
bringing me to the light,’ he writes to the Editor, 
“but none to greater effect than your paper.” 


He will tell his story, fully and freely, in one of the 
most exfraordinary series of articles the Times has 
ever been privileged to publish. It is the testimony, 
not of a theorist, but of a man who knows. He will 
show, through startling statements by dramatic 
critics, that those who know the theater best rate it 
worst. More about this series will be in immedi- 
ately coming issues; the series itself will commence 
within a month or so. 


Canon Howitt’s Study of the Blood 


At the Jubilee Keswick Convention in England, 1925, 
Canon F. E. Howitt of Canada gave an address on 
“The Precious Blood of Jesus Christ,” which the 
thousands who heard him can never forget. Last 
summer at America’s Keswick he gave the same 
message, and grateful hearers have been eager to 
have it in print. A missionary from Japan wishes 
it translated into Japanese for evangelistic work 
there. Canon Howitt is writing it out in full for 
The ‘Sunday School Times, and it promises to be one 
of the most revealing features of the new year. 


Aeted-Out Illustrations in Sunday School 


Young people like to see things actually “doing” be- 
fore their eyes. The Times will publish a most 
unusual article, written by a missionary enthusiast 
and expert, showing how to give the cause of mis- 
sions a vivid and telling interest in Sunday-school, 
A series of different exercises has been prepared, 
in which the children can take part; the following 
key words give a hint of them: Blindfolded; Sin; 
Story of the Candles; the Front Row; Sending for 
the Doctor; Cleaning the Room; God’s Postman. 


The Questions Mother Ruth Answers 


Almost everybody seems to read Mother-Ruth. Let- 
ters of unbounded enthusiasm and gratitude keep 
ceming, like the following from California: “Your 
fetters are good and sensible, but surely. they are 
more. Tiey are the result of a life of prayer and 
eemmunion with the Lord.” 


Here are some of the actual “Girls’ Problems” that 
Mother Ruth will be answering in coming issues of 
the Times: 


A-.young Sunday-school teacher wonders if all her 
teaching is in vain, because the girls’ parents go 
away pleasure-riding over week-ends all summer and 
take the girls away from Sunday-school. What can 
she do to remedy the situation? 

A, young Christian is troubled because her friend 
sees no harm in moving pictures and dancing, or 
even in ‘taking wine. She wants to. know if a 
Christian can do these things. 

A school teacher wonders how she can teach modesty 
when her popular fellow-teachers wear the shortest 
skirts possible and ridicule her. Should she resign? 
Is it right for a professing Christian to use paint 
or powder on her face? 


A fifteen-year-old girl’s parents want her to be 
worldly and not “too religious.” Is it ever right 
for her to disobey her parents? 


Do You Use It in Your Lesson Study? 


_ A South Dakota reader writes: “After nearly fen 
weeks trial of your Times I have come to the con- 
clusion that we cannot part. The Times has given 
me so much valuable information on the lessons 
each week that it is not possible to get along with- 
out it. That you stand squarely on the Bible-as 
the inspired Word is so heartening in these days.” 
Every week a rich exposition of the Internat‘onal 
Uniform Sunday. School Lesson is given by J. .:us- 
sell Howden, an outstanding evangelical voice in the 
Church of England and a welcomed speaker at the 
great Keswick Conventions there. Ten other 1!es- 
son helps in the Times are equally unusual and rich. 
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“Tell Pace his cartoons are loud speakers over the 
radio for Christ,” writes a Michigan enthusiast. 

“I hope Ridgway can come to China some day,” 
writes one of the best known missionaries. 


“Little Jetts” and “Say, Fellows” are loved and 


used the world around. 

If you don’t know these and all the rest of the les- 
son family, won’t you turn to them in this issue 
and see what you think? 


Isaiah’s Virgin Birth Prophecy 


Isaiah (7:14) prophecied the virgin birth of Chrisf, 
The critics almost universally say that the word there 
used for “virgin” may mean ‘young married woman,” 
And now Professor Robert Dick Wilson has an- 
swered the critics. Knowing some forty-five lan- 
guages and dialects, he is able, as few critics are, to 
settle authoritatively the meaning of the Hebrew 
word in dispute, and he has done it. As always, the 
Bible stands the test and the critics are silenced. 
The conclusions of this notable study by Professor 
Wilson, as published in the Princeton Theological 
Review, will be given in the Times, 


Why Jonathan Goforth Believes 
the Bible is the Word of God 


You probably knew that Dr. Goforth, the veteran 
missionary in China, believed the Bible; but did you 
ever know why? Out of his lifetime experience with 
the Word, digging deep into its riches and seeing the 
miracle-results of its operations on the Chinese, Dr, 
Goforth has written his personal testimony for The 
Sunday School Times Family. He has more than 
one reason for the faith that is in him; he has no 
less than twelve. Dr, Goforth’s reasons are rich and 
convincing, and you will turn from them.to the Word 
with greater eagerness and gratitude than ever. 


Securing Home Study of the Lesson 


Everybody knows it ought to be done, but few know 
how to get it done. ‘The superintendent of a Junior 
Department in New Jersey tried a new plan that 
worked like a charm. It resulted, among other 
things, in daily Bible reading by the pupils. The 
Word of God began to have ‘a place in their lives 
it had not had before. But it included real study 
as well as mere reading. There is a challenge in 
the plan that any child can respond to. _ Pupils’ note- 
books are kept and examined. Award credits are 
given. Public honors are part of it, but the spir- 
itual rewards are the most important. The plan will 
be fully described in The Sunday School Times. 


Since the Balfour Declaration of 1917 


The greatest miracle since the Day of Pentecost is 
occurring before our eyes, yet many have not real- 
ized it. An inviolable prophecy of Scripture is 
beginning its fulfillment, and Israel is returning to 
her Land. The Sunday School Times keeps you 
posted, by a full page appearing every few weeks 
and written by a Christian authority on Jewish mat- 
ters. The next article in this really sensational 
department shows that the achievements of the Jews 
in the last nine years are greater than in the pre- 
ceding nineteen hundred years. “While Jewish life 
in Europe has disintegrated and crumbled, in Pales- 
tine a new, vigorous, varied, authentic Jewish life 
is being created. . . . The Balfour Declaration has 
become the fundamental law of the Land.” 





On this page is given @ glimpse of some of 
the good things The Sunday. Schvol. Times 
will be publishing this winter. and during the 
new year. Whether you have .taken the Times 
for years, or are seeing it for the first time, 
won't you read this page-through and then ask 
yourself whether you end-.yaur. friends really 
need such a paper? If you.feel like multiply- 
ing its blessings, suppose you try it, or get 
others to try it, on the Get Acquainted plan: of 
-Ten Weeks for 25 cents.. Better still, you and 
they can make sure of it for a whole year by 
taking advantage of the club subscription rates, 
or the single rates, given on page 782. 


Here is the opinion of a West Virginia 
reader: 


“I do not know who first -sent in my sub- 
scription for the Tins; in-ror11-I think, but I 
am convinced it was by the direct will of God, 
leading our family into the Times Family. 
For what this paper has become to us, God 
who loves us alone knows. We.are..oh, such 
busy people, as so many are; papers and: books 
pile up unread; but The Sunday School Times 
is read, and discussed, and ‘tied to, as a light- 
house in a dark and stormy time.” | 
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183 Souls in 18 Months 


In a little town of seven or eight thousand, in one 
of our eastern states, is a church whose pastor be- 
lieves in winning people one by one. He came to 
the church about two years ago, atid in the. first 
eighteen months 183.persons were received, mostly 
on confession of faith. In striking contrast is a re- 
cent report that an average annual increase of on'y 
seven members a congregation was made during the 
last ten years by all the churches of the twelve lead- 
ing Protestant denominations of Philadelphia. 
Would you like this soul-winning pastor’s own story ? 
He has written it very fully and freely as a series 
of articles, at the Times’ request, and your heart 
will burn within you as you read. The best of it is 
that anyone can do this if he will, His straightifor- 
ward, simple narrative proves it. 


Letters from a Farm Mother 
to Her Son at College 


She graduated from: college after making a brilliant 
record in literature. Her teachers predicted for her 
a writing career, but she married a farmer, became 
a busy farm mother,. and never has regretted it. 
The Sunday School Times, she says, has been her 
“most valued spiritual adviser for more than twenty 
years.” 
Now she has a son in college,—in his freshman 
year. He is not the “problem kind,” save as all 
youth is a problem. But his mother is keeping close 
to him by her letters and in the week-end visits home 
he is able to make. 
Would you like to see the sort of letters such a 
mother can write? Létters that can “take the place 
of the comfy Sunday afternoon or bed-time chats, 
or the visits up in the haymow or out in the goose- 
berry patch’? The Sunday School Times is to 
have the privilege of ‘publishing a number of these. 
They are sensible, natural, unforced, but there is a 
spiritual vision that goes deep and clear and true, 
without being “preachy.” Her wise discussion of 
joining a fraternity, for example; and she does not 
even balk at a frank facing of the question of fall- 
ing in iove. Are cond#tions in high school and 
college today as black as they are painted? You will 
be interested in her views on all these. 
These refreshing letters from the farm mother 
i commence this winter in The Sunday School 
imes. 


Candid Confessions’ of Science 


The eminent geographer and. geologist of Harvard 
University, Professor W. M. Davis, recently made 
some remarkable “confessions” as to the wnstable 
and imaginary basis upon which the theory of évo- 
lution rests. The general public does not ordinarily 
know about these confessions of scientific men; they 
are given to little circles of fellow scientists. But 
George McCready Price, M.A., himself a widely 
known scientific man who keeps in close toych with 
the latest technical deliverances while at t}» same 
time he counts the-Word of God even more’ uepend-- 
able than men’s researches, has written a new arti- 
cle for The Sunday School Times which will give, 
verbatim, some of these recent candid confessions, 
and he shows their. great significance for Christians 
who would be well posted on science and the Bible. 


When Canaan’s Booktown Was Discovered 


The whole world of Bible study and archeology 
looked. on with intense interest last year when an 
expedition of archeologists, including The Sunday 
School Times’ Archeological Editor, Dr. Melv'n 
Grove Kyle, dug down into the soil of Palestine 
and uncovered a city that had been undisturbed since 
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed it 2,500 years ago. The 
thrilling story of the identification and discoveries 
at Kirjath-sepher, that ancient town between Hebron 
and Beersheba which flourished when Joshua !ed 
the Children of Israel into Canaan, was told in a 
memorable series of articles last spring and sum- 
mer by Dr. Kyle in the Times. Research work in 
Bible lands is going on more vigorously than ever 


. before in the Christian era, and the Times’ arche- 


ological. department is one of its richest contribu- 


. tions tothe information of Christian people today. 


The Dutch Family of Atheisis 


The father and mother of a family living near the 
coast of Holland. were deeply convinced athe‘sts, and 
they trained up their seven sons and one daughter 
in atheism. The ten stood together as a unit, and the 
seven brothers idolized their one sister. But some 


strange people from England called “Salvationists” 

- held a meeting two days before the young girl was 
to marry a handsome young military officer; and mir- 
acles, and sorrows, and joys began. The story of this 
family of atheists is.all true, and is stranger than any 
fiction you ever read. 
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JESUS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 1 : 16-20; 2: 13-17; 1 John 2:6 
Golden Text.—He saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed him.—Mark 2: 14 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
A By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
O the bitter shame and sorrow, 
That a time could ever be 
When I let the Saviour’s pity 
Plead in vain, and proudly answered, 
All of self, and none of thee! 


—Theodore Monod. 
The Historical Setting 


ROM the dawn of the Christian era men have 

delighted to *piece together the narratives given 

in the four Gospels. Such study is technically 
termed harmonization. It is one of the most profitable 
forms of New Testament study. I would earnestly 
recommend each teacher toeseek patiently to construct 
for himself a harmony of the Gospels. Only, you 
must remember, that we do not know enough to give 
us, in all cases, complete certainty as to the correct- 
ness Of our results. 

The incident that forms the basis of our present 
lesson took place gg = after the Lord’s return 
from Jerusalem (John, chaps. 2 and 3). Prior to that 
visit to the capital he had come into contact with all 
four of the men with whom our lesson is concerned: 
Peter, Andrew, James, and John, This is recordéd in 
John 1:37-42 and Mark 1:19. Jesus and the four 
went to the marriage in Cana (John 2:2). By Jewish 
custom the marriage of a maiden took place on Wed- 
nesday, This would make the first interview between 
the Lord and his four disciples either Saturday or 
Sunday. 

From Cana the Lord Jesus werit to Jerusalem, per- 
haps alone, though that depends upon whether we take 
John 3: 22 to refer to that time or later. 

It seems plain that the disciples had returned home 
and to their work after a brief stay with the Lord. 
The call in this lesson is a second one and not the 
original one. This explains its seeming abruptness 
and the quickness of the response. Even this call was 
not the final one, for Luke 5 relates one that appears 
to be plainly subsequent to this. 

We may date all these incidents in the early months 
of the first year of our Lord’s ministry. They would 
thus be immediately prior to the first circuit of Galilee 
and some little time before the Sermon on the Mount. 


The Expository Meaning 

Mark 1:16.—The sea of Galilee. Called in the Old 
Testament the sea of Chinnereth (Num, 34:11; Josh. 
12:3). The name was derived from that of a neigh- 
boring town (Josh. 19:35). In the New Testament 
it is also termed the lake of Gennesaret (Luke 5:1), 
the sea of Tiberias (John 21:1), or simply the sea 
(Matt. 4:15). In the Apocrypha it is the water of 
Gennesareth (1 Macc, 11:67), while Josephus calls 
it Gennesar. The lake is pear-shaped, and is thirteen 
miles long and a little more than seven miles in maxi- 
mum width. Its greatest depth is under two hundred 
feet. Its surface lies seven hundred feet below the 
Mediterranean. The lake is beautifully situated, lying 
among, mountains which rise on the east to a height 
of two thousand feet. ; 

Casting a net. The Gospels distinguish between the 
different kinds of nets used. Here the term implies a 
casting net. Matthew 4:18 gives the noun itself; in 
Matthew 13:'47, the drag net o~ seine is spoken of; 
in Luke 5: 4, the basket net is referred to. 

Verse 17.—Fishers of men. The new work is to be 
not altogether unlike the old. Courage, obedience, ob- 
servation, and skill will all be required in the fresh oc- 
cupation as they have been in the past. Their trade 
had been a training for their vocation. 

Verse 18.—Straightway. The word thus translated 
is characteristic of Mark. It occurs forty-two times 
in his Gospel out of a total of eighty-eight times in the 
whole of the New Testament. The immediate response 
had really quite a long history behind it. See the His- 
torical Setting. 

Verse 19.—Mending. The same word is beautifully 
used in 1 Corinthians 1:10; Galatians 6:1; and He- 
brews 13:21. James. Excluding Judas Iscariot, 
James was the first of the apostles who died (Acts 
12:2), while John was the last. But there were years 
of happy fellowship for these two brothers before the 
one was martyred. Zebedee. He is only mentioned in 
connection with the call of his sons. Since he raised 
no objection, he must himself have been a ‘lisciple of 
the Baptist as his sons certainly were. He probably, 
therefore, already regarded Jesus as the Messiah 
though we do not read of his ever becoming an actual 
follower. But we need to remember that following 
does not necessarily mean giving up business. Salome, 
Zebedee’s wife, was one of the women who supplied 


R : Bhilippians 2: 5-1. 
Adtdtonsl Mosetd ior Taachew Lake 6: 46-493 Joke x: 35-52. 
‘opic : Learniee from Jesus. 
Material : Mark 1 : 16-20; 23 13-29. 
Memory Verse: Learn of me; for 1 am meek and lowly in 
j Fate. ome 32 5 ~ 
unior Topic : Enlisting with Jesus. 
Lesson Material : Mark x ; 15-20; 2: 33-19; 2 John 2:6 
Memory Verse: And he saith unto him, Follow me. And 
he arose and followed him.—Mark 2 : 14. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: What It Means to Follow Jesus. 
eople and Adults: Receiving Jesus as Saviour 





Topic for Young P 
‘and Lord. 











1:16 And passing along by the sea of Galilee, he saw Si- 
mon and Andrew the brother of Simon. casting a net in the 
sea; for they were fishers. 17 And Jesus said unto them, 
Come ye after me, and I will make yourto become fishers of 
men. 18 And straightway they left the nets, and followed 
him. 19 And going on a little further, he saw 1 James the 
son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the 
boat mending the nets. 20 And straightway he called them: 
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
servants, and went after him. 


2:13 And he went forth again by the sea side; and all 
the multitude resorted unto him, and he taught them. 14 
And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphzus sit- 
ting at the place of toll, and he saith unto him, Follow me. 
And he arose and followed him. . 

15 And it came to pass, that he was sitting at meat in his 
house, and many “7 publicans and sinners sat down with 
Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and they fo)- 
lowed him. 16 And the scribes * of the Pharisees, when they 
saw that he was eating with the sinners and * publicans, 
said unto his disciples, ‘How is it that he eateth * and 
drinketh with ? publicans and sinners? 17 And when Jesus 
heard it, he saith unto them, They that are ° whole have 
no need of a physician, but they that are sick: I came not 
to call the righteous, but sinners. 

1 John 2:6 He that saith he abideth in him ought him- 
self also to walk even as he walked. 

10r, Jacob. *That is, collectors or renters of Ro- 
man taxes. *Some ancient authorities read, and the 

Pharisees. *Or, He eateth . .. sinners. ® Some ancient 

authorities omit, and drinketh. °Gr., strong. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








the Lord’s material needs (Luke 8:2, 3). That sug- 
gestion of some wealth agrees with the fact mentioned 
in our portion that Zebedee was left with his hired 
servants, the further fact that one, at least, of the 
two brothers was personally known to the high priest 
(John 18:16), and also had the means to provide for 
Mary the mother of Jesus (John 19:27). 
Chapter 2:13—Sea side. The same as in 1: 16, 


Verse 14.—Levi. He was afterward called Matthew, 
as Simon was called Peter. In his own Gospel alone 
do we find the term “Matthew the publican.” Mark and 
Luke use only the old name in connection with the hated 
occupation. <Alphaeus. Not the same as the father of 
James the Less. In the lists of the twelve the two are 
never named together as the three pairs of brothers 
always are. The place of custom. There was con- 
siderable transit trade across the lake. Possibly there 
may have been tolls levied on the fishing also, Mat- 
thew was a custom house officer. The class is desig- 
nated “publican” in the New Testament and the word 
is always used in reproachful terms. “Publicans and 
sinners” is a phrase of frequent occurrence. 

Strictly speaking, the publican was a man who 
farmed the taxes or customs. He took a lease of the 
dues of a particular district, usually for a term of five 
years. During that time he contracted to pay: the 
government a fixed annual sum gaining whatever the 
revenue might yield in excess of the stipulated amount, 
and, on the other hand, having himself to make good 
any deficiency. ‘ 

It is evident that the system of farming revenue 
lent itself to gross abuses. This alone would, explain 
the dislike with which the publicans -were regarded; 
but in addition it must be remembered that the pub- 
licans were officials of the hated Roman government. 
They were incarnate evidences of the subject position 
that the Jews occupied. When in addition such men 
were themselves Jews, it is easy* to understand how 





‘This lesson will be taught 
over the radio 
by the Editor of the Times 
(see second page of this issue) 
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they were looked as renegades and traitors, Yet 


one of the apostles came from this class. 

Verse 15.—Sitting af” meat. Luke tells us that Levi 
made a great feast in his own house. Levi, therefore, 
was a well-to-do man. It was an opportunity to gather 
together many of his old official and business asso- 
ciates to meet the Lord Jesus. Compare Elisha’s 
action (1 Kings 19:21). Notice the collocation “pub- 
licans and sinners,” 

Verse 16.—Scribes of the Pharisees. The word 
“scribe” is Latin and like its Hebrew equivalent means 
a writer. The Greek term means a man of letters and 
is thus a little wider in significance. The scribe was 
first. of all a copyist, maleing copies of the law, and 
secondly an expositor, explaining the law. Scribism 
began with Ezra. This noble occupation had in our 
Lord’s time degenerated into formalism and casuistry. 
Most of the scribes seemed to have belonged to the 
sect of the Pharisees, though some were Sadducees 
(cf. Acts 23:9). The Pharisees were a sect; the 
scribes were a profession. Like Ezra, the scribes were 
originally Levites or even priests. Pious laymen also 
naturally devoted themselves to. the study of the law. 
Thus there grew up a class of scribes independent of, 
and even sometimes in opposition to the priestly caste. 
These independent scribes ultimately developed into 
the Pharisees. The significance of the situation in the 
Gospel-narratives is that both Pharisees and Sadducees 
finally combined to destroy the Lord Jesus. 

We do not know anything about its authorship or 
date, but scribism at its best might well be represented 
in Psalm 119; at its worst in the incident of the text. 

Verse 17.—Need of the physician. On scribism’s 
own postulates the right place for a teacher was among . 
the ignorant who needed teaching. But the Lord Jesus 
was more than a moral teacher, he was also a moral 
healer. Scribism had come to shrink from contact 
with the outcast because of its realized helplessness in 
the presence of the problem of human sin. But the 
Lord Jesus Christ was neither helpless nor shrinking. 
He was too pure to be soiled by men’s sin; he was 
too loving to hold aloof from them. Note also that 
as a matter of fact it was not the sick folks who sum- 
moned the physician, but the physician who summoned 
them. Note further that there was still something 
noble about scribism, for many of those whom it 
dubbed sinners were wealthy and influential people. 

Not to call the righteous. Actually in God’s sight 
there is none righteous (Rom. 3:10), therefore, on 
God’s side no one is excluded from the call. But the 
man who feels himself righteous does not want to 
have anything to do with One who will come to him 
only as a Saviour of sinners, 

1 John 2:6.—Ought. That is, there is a Chris- © 
tian debt, obligation, or duty. Paul declared him- 
self to be “under the law to Christ” (1 Cor. 9:21). 
“Note the “oughts” of 1 John: We ought to walk os 
6) 5 We ought to love (4:11); We ought to die (3: 
I 


“We are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the 
flesh” (Rom. 8:12). Well might our Lord teach his 
disciples to pray “forgive us our* debts.” Some peo- 
ple have sought to show that the Lord’s prayer is not 
a prayer for Christians to use. Such an argument seems 
to imply failure to. apprehend the depth and reality of 
the Christian obligation. 


The Homiletical Form 


1. The authority of the call (cf. 1:22). Consider 
the contrast between, and the combination of meek- 
ness and authority in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. The urgency of the call. Straightway was their 
response. 

3. The responsibility of receiving such a call. The 
Lord Jesus claims all. He has the right tg claim it, 
for he gave up all for us. “He deemed not his equal- 
ity with God a thing to be grasped at, but emptied 
himself” (cf. Phil. 2: 5-11). So these four deemed 
net home and loved ones prizes to be grasped at, but 
surrendered them at the Master’s summons. Sur-— 
render is easy where love.is. Where love is not, sur- 
render is slavery. Consider the surrender in each of 
the six cases in the lesson. Peter and Andrew were 
probably poor men. James and John were sons of 
a fairly well-to-do father.. Zebedee gave his boys as 
well as his wealth. Levi, perhaps, gave up most in 
terms of money. The point is that each gaveeup all. 

4. What is involved in following Christ: 

(1) The recognition of our need of him as Sin- 
bearer (John 1:29) and Saviour (Heb. 7:25). 

(2) Willingness to accept him in these capacities, 
i. e., to rely upon him and not upon self-effort at all. 


(3) Open loyalty to Christ as Master. Obedience, 
prompt and unquestioning, to every command. 








Lesson for January 2 
Mark yh: 16-20; 2: 13-173 1 John 2:6 


Note that this is the logical order, the order of 
thought, but not necessarily of experience. The or- 
der of experience depends upon many things and not- 
ably; ‘upon the age at conversion. We must beware of 
trying to force a child’s experience.into adult molds. 
The Topical Values 

1.’'Note how gently the Lord Jesus led these men 
on step by step, There had been the preliminary in- 
terview. Now there was the definite call to identify 
themselves with him, Later on there was the call to 
give up home and business and devote themselves to 
whole-time service. 


2. Observe the depth and reality of Zebedee’s 
consecration though we are not told much about 
it. He gave up his sons. Later on he gave up 
his savings. We may be sure that Zebedee’s offer- 
ing that day to the Lord Jesus was more costly than 
that of the four. We may compare him with the 
owner of the upper room (Mark 14:14), and the 
owner of the colt (Mark 11:3). Zebedee consecrated 
his business, his home, and his loved ones to Christ. 
His was a real following, though perhaps it would 
scarcely be termed such in a technical sense. 


Final Word 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
On. which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
—Isaac Watts. 
TuNnsRIDGE WELLS, Enc. 


We 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 


The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor ~ 


Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


R what purpose did the Master call these fishermea? 
2. How are fishers of men made? 

3. What earlier contact had these disciples with Jesus? 

4. Did the fishermen fully realize for just what purpose 
Jesus was calling them? 

5s. What is preliminary to following Jesus as a fisher 
of men? , 

6. What is the first duty of a follower of Jesus? 

y. From what may we conclude that to be a follower of 
Jesus does not always mean to give up at once all secular 
employment? 

8. Why are we sometimes called by the Holy Spirit to en‘*er 
upon an effort where only the first step is clear, and all 
beyond:is clouded? 

6. What Scripture would be appropriate to cite to one who 
hesitated er declined through fear? 

20. What question should we substitute for the doubter’s 
“How can I afford to follow Jesus?” 

11, What three distinct steps in “the Christian way of 
living’’-are taught in the references for this lesson? 

12. Can you show how Jess was our example in these 
things: as truly as in all others? 

13. How does John sum up the Christian’s following of 
Jesus? 

14 What test did Jesus himself give to his first followers 
whereby they must test their following of him? 

1g. What did Jesus say was his test of our discipleship? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
‘week: are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Real Sport.—Come ye after me, and I will make 
you to become fishers of men (1:17). The “Fellow” 
who draws-those anty-meyer pictures and talks to the 
boys a few pages over sent me a while ago a peach 
of a New Testament which he has gotten up entitled 
“The Testament for Fishers of Men.” I am holding 
the little gem of a book in the same hand that holds 
the pad upon which I am writing as this old 9.55 goes 
swinging down the Great Valley on its way to the 
City of Brotherly Love. The first twenty-four pages 
by the Genial Jetter (that is more poetic than plain 
Smith) are simply great! As the circus man says, 
“This one feature alone is worth the full price of 
admission.” It is all in the terms of good old Izaak 
Walton, including careful lessons in the “How” and 
the “Bait” — and not omitting fishing stories. Here 
is what is written on the flyleaf: “To my friend and 
fellow fisherman William H. Ridgway, wishing you 
the best o’ luck FISHIN’. Wade C. Smith.” Was 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 

1, January 2.—The Christian a Follower of Jesus 
Mark 1 : 16820; 2: 13-17; 1 John 2:6 
2. January 9.—The Standard of Christian Living 
Luke 6 : 27-38 
3. January 16—The Christian’s Use of the Bible 
Deuteronomy 6 : 4-9; 2 Timothy 3: 14 17 
4. January 23.—Prayer in the Christian Life 
Mark 1 : 35; 14 : 32-36; Matthew 6: 9-13 
s. January 30.—The Christian Overcoming Temptation 
Luke 4 : 1-13; 1 Corinthians 10 : 12, 13 
6 February 6.—The Practice of Christian Stewardship 
; Matthew 25 : 14-30 
y. February 13—Making Our Homes Christian 
Ephesians 5 : 25 to 6:4 
8. February 20.—Serving In and Through the Church 
Matthew 5: 13-16; Acts 2: 42-47 
9. February 27.—Making the Community Christian 
(Temperance Lesson.) ........... .-- Galatians 5§ : 13-25 
10. March 6.—Sharing the Good News 
Acts 8: 4-8; 2 Corinthians 5 :*14-20 
11. March 13.—Making the World Christian 
Matthew 28 : 16-20; Acts 16 : 6-15 
12, March 20.—The Christian’s Hope 
John 14: 1-3; 2 Corinthians 5: 1-10; 1 John 3:2, 3 
13. March a7.—Review: Studies in the Christian Life 
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plump! first thing they know they slip and tumble into 
the dirt. Father gathers them up— pretty dirty some- 
times — but none of the neighbors dream that dad is 
going to get rid of the youngsters and send them to 
a “Home” or “Reformatory.” Dad simply goes to the 
pump or bathroom, then gets some clean duds. It is 
thus it goes with we fellow walkers with Jesus. Some 
of us are more careful than others and watch our step, 
—and others of us are so full of life and ginger that 
we tear our clothes and get all sorts of scratches and 
bruises —if you know what I mean! But orice the 
Ridgway kids, always the Ridgway kids, no matter if 
all the neighbors call us “rapscallions,” “rough necks,” 
and-all the rest of the vocabulary applied to lively 
youngsters. As we keep walking with our Father we 
gradually become more and more like him, In my own 
case, I have not wanted to punch anybody’s head for 
years. All my fighting blood has been turned into 
the milk of human kindness. I am walking with Him 
€Col. 2:6; Eph. 5:2, 8; Rom. 13:13). 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 
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there ever a real boy who did not like to fish? Many 
the “sunny” I used to bring home in grasshopper sea- 
son. Mother used to come out in the shed where I 
was cleaning them and she would sing: “Little fishes 
in the brook; Willie caught them with a hook; mother 
fries them in a pan; Willie eats them like a man.” 
Those were the days! Yes, but the thrill of having 
a “sock dollager” on your hook is nothing to the thrill 
that comes to the fisher for souls when he has landed 
some “old sock dollager” of a sinner. The thrill that 
came to Dr. James Roberts who landed me was so last- 
ing that in his later years he had to write and print 
an account of it for his favorite religious paper. The 
other day a young man stopped me on the street and 
said, “Mr. Ridgway, all that I am today I owe to you.” 
“That’s nice to hear — but what are you?” “Manager 
of a big chain store system.” Talk about sport !—and 
I am getting “bouquets” like that every now and then. 
If you want to taste real sport get into the Sunday- 
school and work the head waters where the “fishin’ ” 
is always good (1 Cor. 15:58; Prov. 11:30). 


Jesus’ Specialty.—Many publicans and sinners sat 
down with Jesus (2:15). Everybody knows how to 
fish with hook, net, loop, or gig, but I wonder how 
many of you have ever fished with hands for suckers 
—like our old Midway gang used to do. Suckers and 
other fish like to hide in the shadew of a projecting 
bank and await the coming of their prey. when 
you find an undercut bank you roll up your sleeves 
to the shoulder and lie down upon your shirt front 
(if you have one on). You reach as far as you can 
with each hand and gently and slowly feel along as 
they come together, until zip! you've touched and 
tightly grabbed your sucker—or something else! 
Sometimes you are surprised to find your catch slips 
through your fist —~ you have grabbed Mr. Eel. Then 
again you find you have Mr. Water Snake— and how 
quickly. you drop him! One time Sorghum Hamilton 
had a snapping turtle by the neck and —oh, boy! The 
Master Fisherman was out to catch all kinds, the 
“scaly” ones, the “slippery” ones, the “hard shell” ones 


- —publicans and sinners, the inspired writer calls them. 


Any human “fish” that swim in these world waters 
are good enough to grace his table. One of the most 
distinguished characteristics of Christ and his religion is 
its reach out fer the riffraff. In fact, it was this very 
thing that “queered” Jesus in Jerusalem. The “best 
people’? were not associating with grafting tax col- 
lectors and notorious women (with seven devils) from 
Magdala. No, it just wasn’t done, you know, on Zion 
Terrace. Down town in the Jehoshaphat Quarter — 
well, that’s different! Say, do you know they are now 
making cement from biast furnace cinders that used 
to be not only a worthless burden but an eyesore on 
the landscape? -Standard Oil ‘has made millions from 
throw-away stuff. Great fortunes are in junk. Many 
are the men and women Jesus has saved from the 
“dump.” His specialty is “publicans and sinners” (1 
Tim. 1:13, 14; Mark 2:17). 


“Watch Your Step!”—He that . . «-abideth in him 
ought himself also to walk even as he walked (1 John 
2:6). ‘It goes without saying, the follower ought to 
follow the der. The Christian is expected to have 
some resemblance to Him whose name he bears. The 
quarrel: the world has with the Church is the fact 
that some who bear the name of Christ do not bear 
anything else than the name. “Hypocrites” is the nasty 
word they sling at the poor Christian when he stubs 
his toe and claws the air in the stumble. About ninety- 
five percent of the time the sneering old world mis- 
judges the situation. Jesus has publicans and sinners to 
sit down with him, and publicans and sinners when they 
start to go with Jesus are like children. When children 
walk they sometimes let go of father’s hand, because 
they think they are big boys and girls now — and 





THE PRINCIPLE OF GENERALIZATION.—Lead 
the pupil to discover the general law illustrated 
by individual instances. 











“| lesson title indicates that every Christian is 
_4 a follower of Jesus, which none of us would feel 
inclined to deny; but the question arises whether we 
mean exactly the same thing by this that it meant in 
the cases given us in the lesson. In short, can we 


‘generalize upon this following of Jesus as presented 


to us here and apply it to all Christians? 

If Bruce is right in suggesting in “The Training 
of the Twelve” that there were three stages in the 
history of their fellowship with the Lord, it would 
be important to know which stage we are dealing with 
and whether all “followers” of the Lord are expected 
to go through all the stages. Certainly most Chris- 
tians do not interpret their fellowship as involving the 
second stage which seems to be the outstanding char- 
acteristic of the cases before us, namely the immediate 
renunciation of secular callings in order to become a 
follower of Christ. Perhaps we could more easily 
generalize on what Bruce regards as the first stage 
of which we have intimationse in the early, chapters 
of John’s Gospel, where some of those who were later 
called into the closer fellowship are presented to us 
as believing on Jesus as the Christ. As another has 
put it, one must deal with the sin question when the 
call comes to follow Jesus. It is useless to follow 
him, indeed there can be no true following of him 
until we recognize him for what his forerunner pro- 
claimed him to be, “the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” It is this phase of the 
matter that the reference in 1 John is evidently in- 
tended to make note of. 

To have fellowship with him means to permit him 
to dissipate from our lives the darkness of sin and to 
accept him as the light of life. Whether after that 
the call to follow means surrender of secular occupa- 
tion or service in the secular occupation must be in- 
dividually determined; but a comprehensive study of 
these who have heard his call leaves little doubt that 
it involves passing on to other men the message that 
called .us out of darkness into light, and doing it in 
the name of Him who has called us. 

Huntinopon, Pa, 


m 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading ‘carefully a leaftet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given te illustrations on that portion 
ef the lesson text indicated im the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
INustrations on other verses than the Gelden Text are 
specially desired, though some om the Golden Text aro also 
needed. 


The Little Girl’s Desire.—He saith unto him, 
Follow me (Golden Text). In a certain Scottish 
village there lived a quaint little maiden who, when 
she went out with her mother, used to walk, not side 
by side with her, but immediately behind. By and by 
people began to notice that the little lassie always tried 
to plant her feet exactly in the footprints of her 
mother. Often it meant a long “—~ for her short 
legs, but she managed it somehow. At last, one day, 
some one who understood little girls and how to talk 
with them asked her why she did it. She hung her 
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head and shyly answered, “Because I lo’e 
her weel.”—From Charles W. Anderson, 
Charleston, Ark. 


Why She Was Not Reached.—He 
that saith he abideth in:him ought him- 
self also to walk even as he walked (1 
John 2:6). When I was about twelve 
years old I had for a Sunday-school 
teacher a very consecrated young woman. 
In our class was a poor girl, and one who 
did not have the home influences we had. 
One Sunday our teacher asked how many 
loved Jesus, how many were Christians. 
Some of us said we were. Next Sun- 
day the girl referred to was not there. 
(I don’t now recall that she ever came 
again.) The teacher told us that she 
talked with this girl after Sunday-school 
that previous Sunday asking her if she 
would like to be a Christian. The girl 
replied that she didn’t see any difference 
between those who said they loved Christ 
and those who didn’t say so. Those words 
sank deep into my heart. The world has 
a right to ask that our lives shall be dif- 
ferent from theirs. “What do ye more 
than others?” is the question they are 
putting to us today—Mary E. Watson, 
Hartford, Conn. 


The Sermon That Failed.—/ will make 
you to become fishers of men (1:17). 
A Methodist layman visited a great city 
church in Ohio during a business trip. 
After the service he congratulated the 
minister on his service and sermon. “But,” 
said the manufacturer, “if you were my 
salesman I’d discharge you. You got my 
attention by your appearance, voice, and 
manner; your prayer. reading, and logi- 
cal discourse aroused my interest; you 
warmed my heart with a desire for what 
you preached; and then—and then you 
stopped, without asking me to do some- 
thing about it! In business, the impor- 
tant thing is to get them to sign on the 
dotted line.’—From Record of Chris- 
tian Work..' Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Speaking-Trumpet “Rescues.” —Come 
ye after me, and I will make you to be- 
come fishers of men (1:17). There was 
a terrific wreck off the coast of Italy. 
The ‘captain of the life-saving crew, in- 
stead of manning the lifeboat, stood on 
shore and shouted directions through a 
trumpet to the drowning sailors. The 
report that went to the government said: 
“We rendered what assistance we could 
through the speaking trumpet, but the 
next morning there were twenty . bodies 
washed ashore.” And the church that 
uses its pastor as its speaking trumpet 
and fails to man the lifeboats with the 
‘entire crew and push out to save the lost 
who are going down will be responsible 
for a great company who will one day be 
‘thrown upon the shores of a Christless 
eternity —From “Every-Member Evan- 
gelism.”’ Sent by Miss J. B. James, To- 


' gonto, Can. Prise illustration, 


How. a Duke is Saved.—I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners (2:17). It 
is recorded that when the father of the 
late Queen Victoria, the Duke of Kent, 
lay dying, he expressed some anxiety 
about his soul. His doctor endeavored 
to comfort him by reminding him how 
admirably he had deported himself in the 
conspicuous position in which he had been 
placed in this world. But the Duke 
checked him, saying, “No, if I am to be 
saved, it must not be as a prince, but as 
a sinner.”—From the Sunday Companion. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


The Priest’s Mistake.—I came not to 
call the righteous, -but sinners (2:17). 


_ Two priests of the Russian church (in 


Siberia) met on a river steamer, The one 
warned the other against the Baptists, but 
the second retorted that he feared noth- 
ing; his people were such drunkards and 
rufhans that Baptists could never make 
members of their churches of them, “But, 
dear colleague,” answered the first, “that 
is the very material out of which the 
Raptists make their most devoted ad- 
herents."—From Record of Christian 
Work. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts. Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Frozen Evangelism.—! came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners (2:17.) A 
poor fellow was drowning on a winter 
day, and struggled in vain: to grasp the 
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oar a boatman held out to him. His res- 
cuer could not understand why he did not 
hold on. At last the poor drowning fellow 
gasped out in despair, “For mercy’s sake, 
give me the wooden end!” The man had 
been holding to him a mass of ice, which 
slipped from his fingers, So often we 
hold out to sinking souls an oar of ice 
while we sit in cushioned pews with 
gloved hands holding on to the warm end. 
Let us learn, like our Master, to go to 
the publicans and sinners if we would 
have them come to us.—From A. B. 
Simpson. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 


Even He Could Be Saved.—I camniec 
... to call sinners (2:17). A writer in 
one of the Methodist papers recalls a 
story concerning the late Dr. Rigg, a 
well-known Methodist preacher of a half 
century ago. In the early days of the 
Salvation Army the good doctor was ap- 
proached by a devoted lassie, who asked, 
“Are you saved?” “Go away!” was the 
gruff reply. “No, I can’t go away,” re- 
plied the girl, “Are you saved?” “My 
good girl,’ replied the .incensed doctor, 
“I would have you know that I am the 
president of the Wesleyan Conference.” 
“That makes no matter,” was her re- 
sponse; “there’s hope for the vilest !’”— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E: Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for thé story of the prompt 
and trusting obedience of-those of whom we 
study today. Thou hast often spoken to 
many of us in this room with loving urgency 
that we might turn to thee in simple trust, 
and follow thee: Lord Jesus, if any of us 
here today are still holding back from thy 
loving invitation, may we be aroused today to 
a new sense of thy love, and the blessings 
that belong to those who walk with thee, in 
faith and in service. We ask it in thy dear 
name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There is a won- 
derful word in this lesson. It occurs twice, 
and then it occurs three times in this 
very first chapter. When Jesus spoke to 
Simon and Andrew, that word describes 
how they answered him. Yes, “straight- 


way” is the strong, direct, faith-filled. 


word. There is no hesitancy there; no 
guesswork about it, or holding back to 
wait for this or that. And did you no- 





tice that when Jesus saw James and John 
it was he who “straightway” ‘called them? 
He knew whom he wished to choose for 
special service. He knows: today. So 
often when he speaks to us very plainly, 
we delay and waver and hold back, until 
he must choose some one else for the 
blessed service that he would have given 
us. Do you ever sing the hymn, “Where 
He Leads Me, I Will Follow’? Yes, 
you do. Well, do you mean it? That’s 
a serious and pointed question. Let us 
bow our heads in prayer, and ask God 
to give us a deep willingness really to 
follow Jesus wherever he may lead. 








we answer 9 IRAIGHTWAY 








Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Follow on.” 

“Christ liveth in me.” 

*T’ll live for him.” 

“Take my life, and let it be.” 
“I walk with the King.” 
“I would be like Jesus.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“To Him For Safety” (181 : 1-3). 
Psalm ot : 1-7. 
“Near to My Saviour” (159 : 1-3). 
Psalm 73 : 22-28. 
“Guide in Truth” (54:3,4). Psalm 25 : 8-15. 
“Thy Holy Way” (241 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 129-136 
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Your Class of Girls - 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


What it means to follow Jesus: 
(1) On the minus side; (2) on the plus 
side. 








aie of us who teach girls in this (so- 
called) Christian land ever have the 
privilege of being the first to answer, for 
one of those girls, the question, “What 
is it to follow Jesus?” His name and 
something of his life story have so ‘long 
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been familiar to them that the keen edge 
of their intérest in him is dulled in many 
young minds. Then, too, our girls see 
so many Christians around them whose 
lives are in no way marked as different 
from the lives of others who are not fol- 
lowers of the Lord Jesus that the line of 
separation between Christians and those 
outside this confession is a very hazy one 
to them. We have a fresh opportunity 
these three months to clear away this 
vagueness and win our girls to a new de- 
sire to be true followers of him who ever 
wins those who see him as he is. 


1. You will note, as you study the 
Scripture passages for this lesson, that all 
true following of Jesus began, in his 
earthly life, with a sharp and complete 
separation from old things and old ways. 
Have we not for long years now sought 
to win followers to Jesus by making the 
Christian life all too easy, wholly one. of 
profit and pleasantness, ‘merely an addi- 
tional attitude to the natural life we 
would lead without it? Not so did Jesus 
call Peter, James and John, Matthew, 
Andrew and Philip. In every case there 
was a Clear-cut call into immediate, 
whole-time following which began with 
the giving up of the old way of living, 
the old standards, the old aims. There 
were those who refused this call, like that 
rich young man who loved his own ways 
of wealth and ease too much to change 
it all for Jesus’ way, and so went away 
from him, sorrowful over it, but. still 
unwilling to give up at Jesus’ word that 
which was so treasured, 

There isn’t any use in persuading your 
young American girls that they can “be 
just the same as all other girls and yet 
be followers of Jesus Christ.” Not so 
would he call them, for whom Peter and 
Andrew left their nets and boats, and 
Levi his profitable business of tax col- 
lecting. Peter afterward reminded him, 
“We have left all, and have followed 
thee” (Mark 10:28). Do not be afraid 
to present this minus side of following 
Jesus to your girls. Youth responds to 
high and difficult callings. Unless this 
initial step of renunciation of self-chosen 
ways is squarely faced, all the following 
will be on a low and unsatisfying plane. 
Jesus. himself so faced his own life-as-Re- 
deemer ‘of men. . Read carefully - Philip- 
pians 2: 5-11. : 

2. But as:soon as we are whole-heart- 
edly willing to give up our way and will 
for his, he begins to add the plus marks 
to our inward Jlives,- and often: to our 
outward circumstances as well. -He will 


‘surely cover our minus ‘signs with his 


plus marks, until our ‘little sacrifices . for 
him will be forgotten in the riches of: his 
blessings. ‘Look into what he-at once be- 
gan to give those first followers as soon 
as they gave up all to follow him. What 
was the catching of fish to being fishers 
of men? at -was counting tax: moneys 


+} to’ counting souls.won for Christ? “Above 


all he gives to those who give all for 
Read: John 
1+35-51-for the winsome way he did this 


4 for-those two who left their own way to 


follow him.. Make sure your girls think 
last of this. .-_ - 
Sate Home Study 

Give your girls copies of that old hymn, 
“Art Thou Weary?” to memorize. Tell 
them of Andrew of Crete whose Latin 
hymn inspired this. Notice especially 
verse 7. . 
Decatur, Ga, 


we 
For Primary Teachers '- 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


FTER the New Year greetings,. tell 
& the class that we are leaving the Old 
Testament from which we learned so many 
interesting stories, and that we are going 
to study for a while in the New Testa- 
ment, learning beautiful lessons about 
how Jesus would have us live. 

Recall the Christmas lesson, in which 
the angels told the shepherds of the birth 
of the world’s Saviour. This week we 
are learning how the Lord Jesus began 
his work. He found his world in sore 
need. of a Saviour. -- But he would not 
be here long enough ‘to tell all the peo- 





ple about himself. So one day he went 
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Lesson for January 2. 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2: 13-17; 1 John 2:6 


down to the lake where some men were 
fishing, and he looked at them, and said 
to them in his sweet, winning way: 
“Come ye after me, and I will. make 
you to become fishers of men.” Be sure 
to remind the children that the Master 
said that these men must first come after 
him, For these men whom he called to 
help him needed to be saved before they 
could tell other people about a Saviour. 
They, no doubt, knew a great deal about 
catching fish, but they must follow him 
before they could catch men. They must 
have his power, his love, and his win- 
someness in order to let others know 
what the Lord Jesus could. do for lost 
men, 

Read verse 18. Tell the class how 
beautiful ready obedience is, and call at- 
tention to the readiness with which these 
men obeyed the Master’s call. They must 
have seen something so wonderful in 
Jesus that they just knew that he under- 
stood all about the sin in their hearts, 
and could save them from it. They be- 
lieved, too, that he knew about their 
needs and the needs of their families, and 
would care for them. So trusting all to 
the power and wisdom and love of the 
Saviour, “straightway they forsook their 
nets, and followed him.” These. fisher- 
men were two pairs of brothers — An- 
drew and Peter, James and John. On 
another day the Master went to the office 
of a tax collector, named Matthew, and 
said to him, “Follow me,” and he, too, 





( Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
[ anne of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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arose and followed Jesus. If we could 
talk with them all today, they would tell 
us that they did not make a mistake, and 
if they had it all to do over, they would 
again forsake all and follow him. 

After the Saviour died and rose again, 
he went back to his Father in Heaven, 
and sent his own Spirit into the hearts 
of his friends, and he made them like 
Jesus. Then they were ready to catch 
men. Peter, one of the fishermen, told 
a great crowd of people about Jesus, and 
three thousand people believed on him and 
were saved. Matthew, the tax gatherer, 
and John, another fisherman, each wrote 
a Gospel which became a part of our 
Bible. Surely they became real fishers 
of men. 

There are many, many ways of becom- 
ing fishers of men besides writing beau- 
tiful books or preaching great sermons. 
But there is one thing that every one 
who would catch men must do— follow 
Jesus and obey his voice. 

Have a little personal talk with the 
children about following Jesus, and have 
them repeat these lines with you: 


Loving Jesus, gentle Lamb, 

In thy gracious hands I am; 

Make me, Saviour, what thou art; 
Live thyself within my heart. 

I shall then show forth thy praise, 
Serve thee all my happy days; 
Then the world shall always see 
Christ, the holy Child, in me. 


CLINTON, Ss. C. 
we 


Say, Fellows— 

Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The jump off. 

Discussion: Call up the things that are 
inconsistent for a follower of Jesus. Let 
the fellows name them. 

Objective: The leap of faith. 


AY, fellows, do you remember how you 
felt when you learned to swim? Do 


self actually staying afloat and making 
progress in water deep enough to drown 
you? I’m sure I shall never forget my 
own experience. I could keep my head 
above water for a few strokes, “dog 
fashion,” but -I dared not trust myself in 
the deep water. My father tried to coax 
me out into the pool under the spring- 
-board, but it terrified me to think of it. 
I played around in the shallows, but was 
never satisfied there. I would find my- 
self sitting up on the springbroad watch- 
ing him swim. He was a good swimmer 
and wanted me to be. One afternoon as 
I sat watching him, he called to me to 
jump off the springboard. He was “tread- 
ing water,” ‘with both hands held up as 
a challenge to my faith. On a sudden 
impulse I started to the end of the board 
and almost jumped. I wanted .to—so 
much. But the water looked so deep, fear 
overcame me, and I. shrank back.’ Then 
my 4ather said: “Jump off, son; I’m here. 
I won’t ‘let you sink.” There he was in- 
viting me — expecting me —so well able 
to do what he promised. As I looked 
at him and thought. how strong and able 
he was I forgot how deep the water was 
—and jumped! 
Yes, I went far down, and I thought 
for_a second or two I would never come 
up; and I. swallowed some water —xnot 
much ; — but in another instant I felt my 
father’s hands uriderneath me. as I came 
to,-the top: and I was swimming! Yes, 


more splashing around that shallow beach 
for me, but out in the deep, where swim- 
mets swim! That was my program 
thenceforth. ; ae 
T tell you.of the incident because I was 
reminded.of it in the call that came to 
Simon and Andrew and to James* and 
John. and to Matthew, as shown-in the 


nets, and the tax gatherer was at his 
well-worn desk with his money ¥ 
Jesus was calling them out to an untried 
experience. . Except .for their faith, it 
was a leap in the dark. It was turning 
loose something tangible — something they 





that was-the beginning of real sport. . No. 


first two chapters of Mark. The. fisher-’ 
men were on familiar water with their 


ise of something better. Yet they were 
not satisfied where they were; they had 
not known just how dissatisfied, un- 
til Jesus was there calling them. There 
was something in his call that seemed to 
lay bare the cheapness of their present 
program in a way they had never seen it 
before. They wanted to try that better 
thing that Jesus seemed to hold out to 
them. But at once they saw they would 
have to turn loose something before they 
could answer the call. The fishers could 
not take their nets with them. Matthew 
could not take his desk and account 
books. All these would have to be left 
behind, given up, if they were to follow 
Jesus. 

But this they did, and, oh, how glad 
I am, fellows, that they did! Just think 
what they would have missed if they 
hadn’t! I am sure that call would have 
echoed in their ears as long as they lived, 
while the old program grew more 
and more unprofitable and disappointing. 
Yes, they made the leap, and their faith 
was confirmed. They found they had 
linked their lives with the very power 
of God when they went into partnership 
with Jesus. 

You need not fear the sacrifice, fel- 
lows. He takes care of that —and some- 
times in ways you would never dream of. 
One day, after Peter had enlisted, the 
tax collector got after him, Peter 
couldn’t pay any taxes because he had 
given up his fish business and he had no 
money. “See, Master,’ he doubtless said, 
“I am about to get into trouble with the 
law: what am I to do?” Jesus smiled 
and told him to go and catch a fish (Peter 
knew well how to do that!) and he would 
find the money in the fish’s mouth. And 
Peter was just simple enough in his be- 
lief to go and do that thing —and the 
taxes were paid. Oh, yes, those diffi- 
culties that loom up so large to us are 
but a word to the Lord. 

Now, fellows, each one of you has 
doubtless heard the call of Christ to a 
higher level. If you have not, hear it 
now. When the call comes, instantly the 
Devil thrusts in front of your eyes some- 
thing you will have to give up. The Devil 
will help you to put a false value on it. 
Do not fear, but cut anything that stands 
in the way of a free and full surrender. 
He is not much of a Christian who has 
not given up something to become one. 

Just jump off—the Lord is there — 
waiting. And waiting with power to see 
you through gloriously. 


Upon a Life I did not live; 
Upon a Death I did not die; 
Upon that Life, upon that Death 
I stake my whole eternity. | 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
7 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of December 26) 


1. They were leaving Sinai, and . marching 
toward Canaan, as 

2. Forty years. 

3. Two, Joshua and Caleb, 

4. During the life of Joshua, and the peo- 
ple who had been with him in’ the wars of 
Canaan. 

5. Moses, ‘ Joshua, Caleb, Gideon, Ruth, 
Samuel, and in the Christmas Lesson, the 
Saviour. 

6.-Gideon destroyed ‘the idols of-his father’s 
house, -Ruth left the idols‘of her people to 
seék ‘the true God.- > -~ ‘ 

7- Joshua, Caleb, and Gideon. -: : 

8. Moses: and Samuel. 

9. Jesus. ; : > 

to. Three. women. aré on this list — Ruth, 
Mary of Nazareth, and Hannah § ~ : 

11. Ruth’s self-forgetfulness and unfaltering 
‘Icyalty to.one in need, Hannah's faith anc 
gratitude expressed in a mother’s supreme 
gift of her own son, and at that time her 
only one, Mary’s beautiful acceptance of the 
most severe test of faith God has ever asked 
of any woman—are not these~ true: -claims 
to greatness? , iss ps cys 

12:-Moses’ mother and Miriam. his sister, 
though in the background of his life, .con- 
tributed the foundation of his faith to it; 
Caleb’s. single-handed stand for obedience to 
God's° orders, in the face of gigantic diffi- 
culties; Boaz’ sense of responsibility for the 





could see and touch — for merely a prom- 


stranger (before he knew she was his “next 
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of kin”) and generous, unfailing courtesy 
toward her—are not these great things in 
Christian living? 
13. Personal, 
14. Gilgal, Shechem, Jericho, Jerusalem. 

15. Israel had grown from a tribal to a 
national consciousness. They had partially 
conquered a homeland thereby gaining a 
“local habitation and a name” among the na- 
tions. They were gaining in wealth and 
numbers, apparently. But they were slowly 
losing ground spiritually and morally, the 
times of disobedience and disloyalty to God 
being of far greater duration than in Moses’ 
day. ‘ 

16. The Philistines were now more nearly 


into Canaan, but remained the great danger 
to their peace and prosperity until David’s 
day. 

17. Personal. 


An Inexpensive Library for the 
Lessons on the Christian Life 


HE International Uniform Lessons, 
arranged by the International Sun- 
day School Lesson Committee, for the 
First Quarter of 1927, consist of a series 
of “Studies in the Christian Life,” taking 
up such topics as What It Means to Be a 
Christian, The Christian’s Use of the Bible, 
Prayer, Temptation, Stewardship, Service, 
Our Home, Our Community, The World, 
and the Christian’s Hope. The follow- 
ing books and booklets are especially rec- 
ommended by The Sunday School Times 
as an adequate and well-balanced yet in- 
expensive library for teachers. Alter- 
nates are provided for. Primary teachers 
or others already possessing one or more 
of the books named in the first list. 
The set of seven, or alternates, having 
a total value of $3.22, may be purchased 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, Philadelphia, at the special price of 
only $2.50, postpaid, or any of the books 
may be purchased separately, at the prices 
given, plus postage. 


The Christian Life and How to Live It. By 
W. H. Griffith: Thomas, D:D; Showing the 
Christian life in its twofold attitude toward 
God. and toward man,. involving both the 
lordship of Christ and the loyalty of Chris- 
tians. 75 cents, postage 6 cents. 


Temptation. By Philip E. Howard. On the 
nature and meaning of temptation, with a 
consideration of how to meet some of the 
most common temptations’ in daily life. 75 
cents, postage 5 cents. 


God’s Picked Young Men. By Henty K. 
Pasma. Living, strong, and striking lessons 
from the deeds and behavior of God’s out- 
standing men in the Bible. This book. con- 
tains much material suitable for illustra- 
tions. 75 cents, postage 6 cents, 


Light on Life’s Duties. By the Rev. F. B. 
Meyer. Words of. counsel by @ master 
teacher. 25 cents, postage 3 cents, 


First Words to Young Christians.. By Rob- 
ert Boyd. Used much by D. L. Moody. and 
others for new converts. 25 cents, postage 
3 cents. aii Ec tnts 

The Most Important Thing in My Life, An 
interview with Dr. Howard’ A. Kelly, concern- 
ing the religion of the Bible, reprinted from 
the American Magazine. He declares that it 
made him literally another man, and. tells 
how it has remade other men. A _ heart- 
warming testimony, 10 cents, postage 2 cents. 
‘List of International Uniform Lessons for 
1927. A valuable leaflet affording a. bird’s- 
eye view of the year’s work, giving the title, 
lesson text, Golden Text, devotional reading, 
departmental topics and memory verses for 
edch lesson. 10 cents, postage 2 cents. 


Alternates 


(Note.—The following books may be selected 
in place of those listed .above, provided 
the price is the same.) 
IMustrations on the Beatitudes.. By Sadie 
Eastwood. Our Lord had a great deal to say 
in the Beatitudes regarding the way a Chris- 
tian should live. Prepared for Primary 


cents. 


Mrs. Mary’s Go-Tell. By Mrs. S. R. G, 
Clark. How a class of young Christians pro- 
moted a revival in their neighborhood, Cloth 
75 cents, postage 6 cents; paper 25 cents, 
postage 3 cents. 

Phil Tyler’s Opportunity. By Frederick E. 
Burnham. A fascinating story with a clear 
Gospel message. Tells of the success of a 
young Christian business man, and how his 





testimony helped others. Cloth 75 cents, 


conquered than when Israel first marche». 


teachers and mothers. 75 cents, postage 6: 
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postage 6 cents; paper 25 cents, 
cents. 

What Is the Gospel? By Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull. Why Men are Lost, How Men 
are Saved, What is Salvation?  Salvation’s 
Forward Look, Salvation from Sin Now. Cloth 
78 cents, postage, § cents; paper 50 cents, 
postage § cents. 

The Christian: His Creed and Conduct. By 
William Evans. The Christian and his Bible, 


postage 3g 
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his Amusements, -his Business, his Family, 
his Future Reward. 25 cents, postage 3 cents. 

Home Duties. By R. T. Cross. To husbands, 
wives, parents, children, brothers, sisters — 
the family in love, service, and worship. 25 
cents, postage 3 cents. 

The Strategic Value of Prayer. By the 
Rev. Gordon Watt. Thoughtful chapters on 
what makes prayer effective. 25 cents, post- 
age 2 cents. 
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Marion Lawrance Answers 


In 1902 Mr. Lawrance, the greatly beloved 
Sunday-school leader whose death occurred 
in 1924, commenced the department for The 
Sunday School Times which the Editors en- 
titled “° Ask Marion Lawrance!"' The large 

t of published material that he had 
furnished makes possibile the continuing of this 
department, for the present, as a welcome 
part of the equipment of the new generation 

in the Sunday-school field. 





What will become of the school that has 
mo teacher-training class? 


SUALLY where there is no training 

class, and where the teachers are not 
trained outside of the school, the stand- 
ard of teaching becomes lower and lower. 
We must have trained teachers in order 
to do the best work. Of course, there 
must be, in addition to training, a high 
degree of consecration and devotion. 
These of themselves often secure good 
results, and they are essential in any case, 
but the best results cannot be secured 
without high-grade teaching by those who 
are especially trained and qualified. 

Why is it that people would rather go to 
a football game than to church and Sunday- 
school? 

HERE aare several reasons. First, 

everybody understands the game; sec- 
ond, nobody participates in the game who 
is not thoroughly trained for the par- 
ticular part of the game he is to play; 
third, everybody engaged in the game 
throws every ounce of strength, vigor, 
and enthusiasm at his command into the 
game and goes at it as if his life depended 
upon it. 

When these conditions prevail, even to 
a more or less limited degree, in the work 
of our churches and Sunday-schools, there 
will be less complaint about non-attend- 
ance. % 


ood 


Please give me a good outlined program 
for a monthly Workers’ Council. 
ELIMINARY. 
1. Have a regular night for the 
Council meeting, at least once a month, 


2. Do not depend on the general an- 
nouncement, but make specific announce- 
ment of each separate meeting. 

3. This announcement should be given 
in all departments of the Sunday-school, 
and a special invitation sent by mail to 
every worker whose presence is desired. 


4. Prepare for a little supper_at 6 or 
6.15 at the church, at a price sufficient to 
cover cost. 


5. Appoint a reception committee from 
among the workers, to be present early 
and greet everybody, introducing new- 
comers, and so on. 

6. After a few moments of sociability, 
assemble at the tables promptly at the 
appointed hour. 


7. While standjng, have some one say 
grace or sing a hynmm that will answer 
the purpose. The following is often used 
to the tune of “Old Hundred”: 


Be present at our table, Lord. 

Be here and everywhere adored. 

These mercies bless, and grant that we 
May feast in Paradise with Thee. 


8. Then the supper, promptly served. 
During supper there will be much so- 
ciability about the tables. 

9. In order to keep up the interest, 
some special feature may be introduced 
between courses, without interrupting the 





serving. This may be some special an- 
nouncement. It may be calling for the 
slogan or motto of the Sunday-school or 
battery (handclapping in a_ particular 
way), or the singing of a verse, to break 
up stiffness, not necessarily a hymn. 

10. Immediately following supper 
(tables cleared, if possible), take up the 
program, 

11. If your own people have served, 
give them a word of appreciation. 

12, The reading of the minutes of the 
last Workers’ Council: 


13. Brief devotional service, including 
a hymn or two, with a few words of en- 


.couragement and of prayer. 


14. A brief statement concerning one 
or several of the departments or school 
activities, giving present conditions and 
plans for improvement. Do not try to 
cover the whole school, under this item; 
but one or two of the following items 
may be considered profitably : Cradle Roll, 
Home Department, the records, finances, 
birthday gifts, absenteeism, tardiness, 
training class, selecting delegates to the 
next convention, the Boy Scouts, Camp 
Fire Girls, organized classes, selecting a 
new song book, school benevolences, 
needed: equipment, 

15. A brief, well prepared address by 
some one previously chosen, on some im- 
portant feature of the work. It may be 
one of a series of addresses by the same 
person or different persons. The topic 
covered may. be educational or inspira- 
tional or technical, but it should bear on 
the life of the schooh 

16. A series of short prayers for God’s 
blessing upon the work of the whole 
school. 2 3 

17. Singing a verse or two of a stirring 
hymn that can be sung without the book. 

18. A heart message, not over five min- 
utes, from the superintendent, 

19. Adjournment. 

If the workers gather at from 6 to 6.15 
and sit down to supper at 6.30, the entire 
program indicated above can be carried 
out without haste in two hours, and the 
adjournment take place at 8.30. 


What portion of the Sunday-school period 
should be used for the opening and closing 
exercises? 

ONE. Exercises, as such, have little 

place in a properly conducted Sun- 
day-school. There is a place, however, 
for a period of worship, and this, I as- 
sume, is what-our questioner refers to. 
The school should begin with a well pre- 
pared period of worship or, better still, 
well prepared periods of worship, for the 
school will undoubtedly meet in various 
sections. In the Beginners, Primary, and 
Junior Departments, all of which should 
meet separately, there should be specially 
prepared services of worship. These serv- 
ices should be adapted to the capacity 
and needs of the scholars, and fortunately 
we.are not at. a loss nowadays for such 
services, They are within reach of all. 
Proper periods of. worship of this sort 
at the opening of the school prepare the 
way for the right kind of instruction, and 
have much to do with the efficiency of 
the school. At the close of the school 
or of the department, a shorter service 
of worship is desirable, and it likewise 
should be specially arranged for the clos- 
ing rather than the opening. 


Sete ay 





Home Department Questions 


Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association 


In Bvreau of Information in The Sunday 
School Times of October 9, you give a list 
of subjects that would be profitable for dis- 
cussion by the Visitors at the regular council 
meetings. Most of us are not qualified to 
speak on such subjects without a great deal 
of help. Can you send us material to cover 
such subjects or tell us where it may be 
had? 


i. geny te all church publishing houses 
can furnish you with material along 
these lines, or The Sunday School Times, 
Philadelphia, the Standard Publishing 
Co., Cincinnati, Ohio, Meigs Publishing 
Co., Indianapolis, Ind., and David C. 
Cook Publishing Co., Elgin, Ill. My own 
book, “The Home Department” (West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia, 60 cents), 
will give you some help in the “Art of 
Visitation,” “How the Home Department 
May Help the Pastor,” and in “Co-op- 
erating With Other Departments in the 
Sunday School.” 





How do you raise money for flowers and 
delicacies for the sick and for funeral flowers? 
We are not permitted to use the regular 
funds, and sometimes the Visitors grumble 
about meeting this expense themselves. Tell 
us some way out. 


HE department should have four 

standing committees, membership, 
flower, social, and welfare. The expenses 
of these committees (except the quarterly 
council meeting) should be borne by the 
department. It is a very unwise master 
who “muzzles the ox that treads out the 
corn.” Surely no teacher is ever asked 
to meet this expense in the Sunday-school, 
and the Visitor holds the same relation- 
ship to her work as a teacher. All such 
expenses should be paid by check by the 
Home Department treasurer, and charged 
as running expenses. A limited sum may 
be allowed the flower committee each 
Quarter, but under no circumstances 
should a Visitor be expected to meet this 
expense. 





What time of the year do you consider 
the best time for the Home Department So- 
cial? We had one just ‘after-the new year, 
but it was poorly ‘attended and not: very 
successful. ‘ 


F YOU have but one social event for 
i the Home Department in the year, the 
best time is undoubtedly in the early fall. 
There are many, reasons for this. Foliage 
and flowers are plentiful for the decora- 
tions, the people have not as yet been 
overburdened with social events in the 
church, there is a keener interest in the 
first social affairs, it is still warm enough 
for the aged and shut-ins to be brought 
out, and after the summer vacation. such 
a special effort will start you forward 
with new enthusiasm for your winter’s 
work, 

The Home Department should be the 
background for all the Sunday-school 
work. If your function is held early in 
the fall and you invite the officers of the 
church and Sunday-school as your guests, 
it may weil serve as a starting point for 
the work of the year for the whole school. 
Our own Home Department reception is 
used in this way and is held on the second 
or third week of October and has al- 
ways been delightfully successful. 


I am a retired minister and have accepted 
a position as Home Department superintend- 
ent in this our new church home. I find that 
there are no men in this department in spite 
of the fact that there are a large number of 
adults in the church who do not go to the 
Sunday-school. There is. an attitude here 
that only the old and actual shut-ins are 
eligible to membership. I can see no way 
to success unless we get the- men and’ other 
able-bodied adults to join the department. 
How can I overcome this difficulty? 

E HAVE suffered greatly from 

_this false presentation in the past 
and sometimes it is necessary to resort 
to drastic measures. The‘ statement 
should be made over and over again: 
“That every man, woman, and child who 
cannot. or will-not attend Sunday-school 
constitutes the Home Department - field.” 
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I realize just how you feel, as this was 
my difficulty when I accepted the posi- 
tion as superintendent of my present de- 
partment. I told the Sunday-school au- 
thorities and the church session that I 
would not become superintendent unless 
every official in the church who was not 
in the Sunday-school joined the Home 
Department first. I felt I could not go 
to the other members of the church and 
ask them to join when there were elders, 
deacons, and trustees who did not attend 
Sunday-school. My appeal to the out- 
sider would surely be very weak indeed if 
they could say, “Why are not your own 
church members in this department if it 
is so important?” They agreed with 
me, and the plan worked, and we have 
succeeded beyond expectations. 


v 


Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


Ours is a small school of seventy-five mem- 
bers. We are sadly in need of trained 
teachers. Of our nine teachers five are will- 
ing to take a training course. There are 
also two boys and three girls that are will- 
ing to do the work. Would such a mixed 
class be desirable, or would it be better to 
form a class of five scholars to take the work 
in the Sunday-school hour and the teachers 
to meet during the week? 


F YOU can find well equipped teachers _ 


to take charge of the two classes there 
would be some advantages in forming 
two classes. The boys and girls would 
be more likely to be regular in attend- 
ance if their class met at the Sunday- 
school hour. The young people would 
probably prefer to be separated from the 
older students. If but one good teacher 
is available, form a mixed class to meet 
‘at some hour on. Sunday or during the 
week. Make much of the social feature. 
Have attractive and impressive devo- 
tional exercises and seek to have the class 
do thorough work, 





We were informed during our district con- 
vention that the elementary courses are no 
longer recognized by the Interriational Asso- 
ciation or the denominations. Is this cor- 
rect? We would like to organize a class to 
take a course not so difficult. as the Stand- 
ard course. 


OU were misinformed. The Interna- 

tional Council of Religious Education 
and the denominational Sunday-school 
boards do recognize the elementary 
courses, and award a certificate to those 
who finish such courses. The demand 
for simpler courses had been so insistent 
that all the denominations have found it 
necessary to provide for the urgent need. 
Many schools have found these shorter 
courses of study of great value in the 
training they provide and in the prepara- 
tion thus received for advanced studies. 
It has been found that many students 
of the community training schools and 
training camps received their incentive to 
do this work in the study of one of the 
first Standard or elementary text-books. 





Our pastor opposes “the Standard teacher 
training course” of which I have written 
you for information. 
sidered undertaking this work of teacher- 
training until I studied the books on the 
pupil and the teacher. We want to have a 
teacher-training class, but the few that have 
looked into the Standard course would not 
advise its use and would not expect The 
Sunday School Times to do so. If there is 
any orthodox course I can use let me know. 


HE Standard course as an. outline of 

teacher-training subjects is not Mod- 
ernistic, though it would be a better course 
if it gave a larger place than it does to 
Bible content. 


A. large number of text-books have 


been published on these different subjects. 
Every denomination has the right to is- 
sue text-books. 
have been written by liberals and are: 
unsound. There are, however, a number 
of books available ‘that are loyal to. God’s 
Word. It is exceedingly important. that 
classes desiring: to take the advanced 
work’ ef the Standard course examine 
the text-books-very carefully. The pas- 


I had seriously con- . 


Mang of these books | 
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Lesson for January 2 : 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2: 13-17; 1 John a:6 


tor should be able to give valuable sug- 
gestions in determining the right books to 
select. 

There are also elementary. courses in 
teacher-training that are 
Among them are “Training the Teacher” 
(The Sunday School Times Co., Phiia- 
delphia, 75 cents, postage § cents), 
“Teacher Training Lessons,” by Huribut 
(Abingdon Press, New York, 75 cents), 
and. .“Preparation for Teaching,” by 
Oliver (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
cloth, 75. cents; paper, 40 cents). These 
are. Bible centered courses, and are studied 
by many thousands of students. 


; 4 
Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


Will you suggest some plan for interesting 
boys im mission study? These boys are in 
the Junior Department, and we want some 
novel plan. 


HIS is the missionary program as 

carried out in one Junior Department. 
America has ambassadors at every for- 
eign court. Boys were selected to represent 
these ambassadors. Uncle Sam sat on 
the platform, and in turn called his 
ambassadors to come and tell how 
Christ’s cause is being advanced in the 
country to which he is appointed. A mem- 
ber from each class was selected to he 
the ambassador. After this ambassador 
had made his report, the whole depart- 
ment for a few minutes discussed the 
work and compared it with other reports. 
Of. course every country could not be 
represented each week, but, in the six 
minutes allotted to this part of the serv- 
ice, usually two took part. 

This plan necessitated work on the part 
of the teachers. They were responsible 
for putting the ambassadors in touch with 
literature which gave them the desired 
information. There was a novelty about 
these meetings which ‘appealed to the 
boys and girls, and enough variety each 
week to keep them from growing monot- 
onous. 

The course lasted for a whole Quarter, 


orthodox. 
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and the last Sunday was given over en- 
tirely to mission review, each ambas- 
‘sador. in turn briefly stating .what: was be- 
ing done. by the church. board in his 
country. 


What can I do to make the teachers want 
to attend teachers’ meetings? It is so hard 
to get them all out at the same time, con- 
sequently our work suffers. 


T WOULD seem as though Sunday- 

school teachers ought te be so mucn 
in love with their work: and interested in 
the development of their school that they 
would be willing to attend: a teachers’ 
meeting whenever called, but this is not 
the case. Teachers are human, and do 
not feel like attending a meeting unless 
they get something out of it. 

One Junior superintendent, who is 
noted for the high percentage of teachers 
in attendance at every meeting, has this 
to say: “My meetings are always suc- 
cessful when J take time to arrange a 
good program.” Is not the secret of 
every successful teachers’-meeting right 
here? If the superintendent will take 
time to prepare the program, the teachers 
will usually. fall in line and do their 
part. 


Is a Parent-Teacher organization practical 
in a single department of the school? We 
want one so much, but the other départments 
of the school seem to think it is not needed. 
I represent the Junior grade. 


URELY, have a Parent-Teacher or- 

ganization in your department. And 
make the meetings so much worth while 
that others from the school will want 
to join you. Have a simple plan of organ- 
ization, with good programs. The discus- 
sion of a single topic at each meeting is 
better than to introduce several. 

For instanee, under the topic, “My Life 
and Its Relation to Others,” one such or- 
ganization used these sub-topics: “Habit 
and Its Control over Life,” “Honesty 
and Justice to One’s Self,” “Honesty and 
Justice to Others,” “Truthfulness of 
Speech,” “Faithfulness in One’s Daily 


Tasks and Its Effect on the Community.” 
This gave opportunity for a number of 
people to take part. 

Hold monthly meetings, and divide the 
program speakers between parents and 
teachers.. Introduce. subjects pertinent to 
the Junior age; make your: meetings in- 
teresting ; always have a short social time, 
when teachers and parents may become 
better acquainted. 


| With the New Books 











The Place of the Cross in the.Chris- 
tian’s Experience. By Helen K. Strain. 
(To be had from The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 35 cents, or $3 
a dozen.) This valuable little booklet of 
Bible studies is suitable for use in prayer- 
meeting, college groups, young people’s, 
or adult Bible classes. The studies: are: 
divided into twenty-six well defined tes- 
sons, subdivided into two or three parts. 
They are deeply spiritual and devotional, 
well based on Scripture facts, and will 
give many a vision and a taste for the 
deep things of God and of our “high 
calling itt Christ Jesus.” They comprise 
studies on Christian experience, the Holy 
Spirit,- principalities and powers, prayer, 
creation, and Heaven, and are all related 
to the cross of Christ as the center of 
Christian truth. It is attractively and 
simply arranged, and will richly repay a 
class or an individual for its study. 


Character. By Henry Varnum and 
Henrietta Heron. (Standard Publishing 
Co., Cincinnati, $2.) This “Text-Book 
on Principles of Moral Conduct” has been 
prepared for use in the schools. and col- 
leges of the land, and is an extensive and 
wisely chosen compilation of precepts on 
all phases of conduct. Its eighteen sec- 
tions each contain twelve parts, each part 
consisting of twenty or more precepts — 
some four or five thousand in all, — cov- 
ering a very. wide variety of subjects, 
from Ability and Abstemiousness to 
Wit and Woman, World and Worry, 
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Youth and Zeal. Included are a few sec- 
tions on God; Religion, and Immortality, 
but these do not go very deep, in fact 
the volume does not pretend to go be- 
yond simple moral instruction for the 
uplift of manhood. But while such up- 
lift is certainly very much needed, it is 
to be doubted whether a volume of mere 
moral instruction can ever be of much 
value to the unregenerate heart. 


A Commercial Traveler's Story. By 
W. Gordon Hill. (The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 25 cents, or 
$2.50° a dozen.) A personal testimony 
most quickly reaches men’s hearts, and is 


the plainest kind of evidence of God’s . 


wonder-working power in human lives. 


Mr. Hill’s message is the simple story of. 
a Christian boyhood, his outstanding abil- ' 


ity as a salesman, his tragic fall as a 
drunkard, through disobedience to a di- 
vine command, and his confession and 
restoration to fellowship and fruitfulness. 
As it has appeared in these columns some 
months ago, and has also been told by 
Mr. Hill personally, this. testimony has 
already been a blessing in the lives of 
many. It is now available in attractive 
booklet form for widespread distribution. 


Unto You It Is Given to Know. By 
A. B. Withers. (The Baptist Banner Pub- 
lishing Co., Parkersburg, W. Va., $1.50.) 
Scripture leaves the reader in no uncer- 
tainty, but gives him positive knowledge 
instead. Even the unbeliever may know 
with certainty that “the things of the 
‘Spirit of God” are hid from “the natural 
man” because “they are spiritually dis- 
cerned.” But to the Christian, the Spirit 
reveals the “deep things of ; 
this book the author has attempted a col- 
lation and exposition of the New Testa- 
ment mysteries, and his labor deserves 
high commendation. It is the outcome, 
he says in a foreword, of years of study 
on this subject, so that he has given a 
matured product to the reader. It is sim- 
ple and Biblical, and there is a réfreshing 
absence of dogmatism on those questions 
wherein Christians differ. No reader will 
regret the time spent in the mastery of 
this book. 











NOW READY—The eagerly awaited 
new book by Robert Dick Wilson 





A Scientific 
of the Old 


Investigation 
Testament 








HIS is the eagerly awaited volume from 
the pen of the great Princeton scholar, 
giving in detail his conclusions and the 


NOW READY-—A significant study 
of evidences by W. Hallock Johnson 


Can the Christian Now 
Believe in Evolution? 
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ID GOD contribute the beginnings of this 
world, and did it then evolve through its 
own forces? Did man fall or is he pro- 


reasons for his belief in the accuracy and in- 
spiration of the Old Testament Scriptures. 


With a background of more than thirty 
years of study and research, covering some 
forty-five languages and dialects, and includ- 
ing an exhaustive study of the text, grammar, 
and vocabulary of the Old Testament, Professor 
Wilson gives a conclusive and convincing 
argument to their plenary inspiration. 


$2, postage 15 cents 





gressing constantly? Just what do the fossils 
prove? Does evolution refute the miraculous ? 
These and other vital questions are thoughtfully 
considered i. this candid study by a well-known 
Christian scholar, professor in Lincoln University. 


The author weighs carefully the evidence for 
and against evolution, points out the philosophy 
which results from acceptance of the evolution 
theory, and voices the growing conviction of the 
inherent antagonism of this philosophy to the 
theistic and Christian views of the world. 


$1.50, postage 12 cents 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January 9. What Confession of Christ In- 
cludes. Rom. 10: 1-10; Luke 12: 8B, 9. 

January 16. How to Develop Our Devotional 
Life. Psa. 40: 1-8. 

January 23. How Can We Train for Serv- 
ice? Acts 18 : 24-28; Luke 9: 1-6, 10, 

January 30. How Show Loyalty to Our 
Church? Rom, 14: 3-13. (Denominational 

Beginning Christian Endeavor 





Sunday, January 2 
Being True to Our Covenant with 
Christ (Heb. 8: 10-12) (Conse- 
cration meeting) 





Mon.—Faithful servants (Matt. 25 : 14-30). 
Tues.—True in. prayer (Dan. 6: 10). 

Wed.—True to the Father (Matt. 4: 1-11). 
Thurs.—The cause of failure (Rev. 2: 


4 5). 
Fri—True followers (Eph. 5:1, 2). 
Sat.—Tests of faithfulness (Luke 9 : 57-62). 











What is our covenant with Christ? 
Why should we set high standards of duty? 


What is the advantage of having a stand- 
ard of duty? 


LITTLE fellow in a certain hospital 

had had a piece of bone removed 
from his arm. He got well, but before 
he left the place he sent for the doctor. 
“Did you wish to see me, Willie?” asked 
the doctor. The little fellow reached up 
his hand and laid it on the doctor’s shoul- 
der and said, “My mamma will never 
hear the last about you.” 


ve 
Is not this a picture of our relationship 
to the Lord Jesus Christ? Unless the 
pledge we have taken as members of the 
young people’s societies to which we be- 
long is based upon our heart gratitude to 
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Christ for what he has done in us and 
for us, it will not have the binding, con- 
straining power that will make it easy 
for us to keep it. 

When we promise to do a certain thing 
for some one of our *friends or loved 
ones, even though we find the task at the 
time inconvenient or difficult, it is not 
really hard for us to keep our promise. 
We do it because we love the one to 
whom the promise was made, and it never 
enters our thought to disappoint them by 
breaking our pledge. .Do we feel just 
that way about any promise that we make 
to Christ? As we stood before him when 
we became members of our young peo- 
ple’s society, we promised him, not the 
society, to. read the. Bible, to faithfully 
attend the meetings, and to take part. 


If we find it hard to carry out these 


promises, let us examine our hearts as 
to our love for Christ. Let us ask him 
to show us whether that love. has grown 
cold or indifferent. 
we 

But we may say that the standards set 
by our pledge are too high, therefore, 
they -are difficult to keep.. However, our 
pledge is based solely upon the Word. 
God has given us his inspired Book, that 
it might be to us for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, and for instruction, 
that we might be complete, throughly fur- 
nished unto all good works (2 Tim. 3: 
16, 17). In his love and wisdom he has 
planned for us not merely that which is 
, but perfection, and he has made 
the way through the Lord Jesus Christ 
for us to attain to that perfection. Dare 
we set our standards any lower than the 
one he has set for us? 


There are many distinct advantages in 
having a standard of Christian duty as 
set forth in the covenant of our young 
people’s society. First, it clarifies and 
crystallizes our thought as to what some 
of our duties really are. Second, it brings 
young Christians to a definite decision as 
to what their course of action shall be. 
Third, it gives a sense of responsibility 
of keeping one’s pledge to Christ and to 





—_——$$$———————$———————— 





— 
es 
a 








Others in 











paper? 


| 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


NAME 


| ADDRESS. . 











-Sunday-school 


There are‘ undoubtedly other teachers 
in your Sunday-school who would be 
only too glad to know about the help 
that The Sunday School Times offers 
to its thousands of teacher-readers. 


Won’t you write below the names and 
addresses of three friends in your school 
whom you think should have The Sun- 
day School Times, mail the coupon to 
us, and let us tell them more about the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Please tell these friends about The Sunday School Times. 
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the society that is often a check against 
slipshod drifting along. Fourth, — it 
strengthens our faith as.:we definitely 
take our stand publicly before others, 
Fifth, it heips others by example. 

we 


But in the main, is not the keeping of 
our young people’s covenant wrapped up 
in Paul’s admonition, “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a liv- 
ing sacrifice, wholly, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. And 
be not conformed to this world: but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God” (Rom. 12:1, 2). If we have sin- 
cerely and whole-heartedly presented all 
our faculties as-a living sacrifice to God, 
the details of our Christian life will--not 
be likely to give us very much difficulty. 

Shall we not, then, at the threshold 
of the new year, settle once and for all 
the question of this deeper consecration 
that shall bring under His control all of 
those departments of our busy lives that 
hitherto may have intruded upon his per- 
fect will for us, and hindered us from 
doing those things that we know he would 
have us do? e 


What covenant have I made with Christ? 
Am Tf striving to keep it? 


Am I! willing to stop striving and trust 
him to enable me to keep it? 


PHILADELPHIA, 





| Girls’ Problems of Today 
| Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1631 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I enjoy your letters 
very much from week to week. I am much 
perplexed about one thing, on which I ask 
your opinion. Is it right to get up p t 
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Comrades of the Carpenter 
By A. Z. Conrad, Ph.D., D.D. 


God the realest fact in the universe. 
esus Christ the daily Comrade of Disciples, 
eartily comninanded.. by Keyser, Machen, Gordon, 
Macartney, Faulkner, and scores of others. 
FLEMING H. REVELL CO., New York. $1.50 
(Autographed copy mailed from Park Street Church, Boston.) 


BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 








CARRY IT ALWAYS WITH YOU? 
DR. R. A. TORREY’S 





International S. S. Lesson Text in Full ; Full 
ition ; Important Words a: 





for the purpese of raising funds for God’s 
work? It seems to me to introduce drama, 
and if we de not think it right to go to the 
theaters, is it right to act these scenes in 
church work?—A CANADIAN READER, 


EAR READER: The best way to 

get money for the Lord’s work is 
to give it, on that we will agree, won’t 
we? But all do not think as we think, 
and so the pageant has come to be a fad, 
which will become a thing of the past 
as soon as some one will get up a new 
idea of attracting folks to entertainments. 
But to compare the theater with the pag- 
eant is not quite fair, is it? A pageant 
is, fcv the most. part, true, and many 
times it is historical. When given by the 
church folks it has not the influences of 
the theater. 

I do not blame you for being on the 
lookout for the thing that might be akin 
to that with which we are not in sym- 
pathy, and might lead to carelessness in 
a matter of mere importance. But we 
must be discerning, and “wise as ser- 
pents, and harmless as doves.” Every- 
thing depends on the material for a pag- 
eant, the thought back of the picture be- 
ing enacted. I have seen missionary pag- 
eants which meant much, for they gave 
a real, true representation of the needs 
of the fields for which we were pleading. 
Of course, if you resort to love scenes 
and tragedy and the things that are not 
real and true, you are giving out that 
which is false. This cannot be productive 
of good, neither can it improve the mind 
nor uplift the soul. In all these matters 
we must be careful not to mislead: any- 
one, but to ring true in whatsoever 
things. we do. 


2 
Mr. Trumbull’s book, “What Is the 


Gospel?” gives the essentials of salvation 
simply and clearly (The Sunday School 


Times Company, Philadelphia, 75 cents; 
postage, 5 cents). 








Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub-, 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post. Office on 
United States publications. ~ . 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions - are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club suhb- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a. year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. | 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
_The Sunday School Timés will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five cr 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
Enough copies of ahy one issue of the 

paper to enable all_the teachers of a 

school to examine it will be sent free 

upon. application. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
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for January 2 
$ 16-20; 2: 13-17; 1 John 2:6 


‘Best Gift Books 
for Doung People 


Chatterbox for 1927 


- The Acknowledged King of 


Lesson 
Mark 1: 


the is5 awry i Mets 





All Juvenile Books 

Bigger 'n’ better than ever! “No more ac- 
ceptable,, and useful present could 

to a child for the price.” “Boston Herald. 
Bound in boards, $1.75 
In cloth, $2.50 


Barbara Winthrop 


at Camp — 


HELEN KATHARINE 
BROUGHALL 


. 





i A cin to.“ Barbara Winthrop at Board- 
: ” “A sprightly story of young 
cle with its. confidences, its joyousness, 


and its ‘stoma.’ —Portland Spectator 


> - Ullustrated | $1.75 


Children’s Stories’ 


JBy EVALEEN STEIN, author of 
bat Gabriel and the Hour Book,” etc. 
‘The stories are music in prose—the 


like pearls on a chain of 
** — dition to: juvenile literature.’ "—Living Age. 





Mlustrated $1.65 


ate | gallant dogs made 
gold...A ad- 
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Publishers 


L. C. Page & Company 


Boston 

















| AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N:Y. 
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‘At work in East ind Central ‘Africa 30 years, 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 


500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 
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-ToRREY’S Famous Vest-Pocket HEtp 





GIST OF LESSONS 1927 FREE 


‘yur DOWN the names (a postcard will do) of 12 or 
more Sunday Scheol teachers or officers of your 
we will send you an introduc- 
tory Copy Torrey’s Gist of the (Intérnational) 
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, lessens 1027. Absolutely Sree and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 











Church Furniture 
--- Globecraft Shops 


<s ; Since 1876 
[Fine church furniture, ruoderately priced. Tell 
us your needs. fore you buy—compare! 


- Globe Furniture Mtg. Co. 








27 Park Place .—. Wortbville, Mich. 














a wie Year for $1.00! 
mae ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting: 


* “Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: 
no other | like as well.” Sample copy free: 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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just Dogs 
By E. Ryerson Young 


EARING what had happened at the 

camp, the doctor seized his coat and 
cap and medicine case and was out oi 
the door. 

“Not so fast,” said Colman. “Put 
on your coat and cap, and get on my 
dog-sled. Hang on and drive. The dogs 
will take you quicker than you can walk 


a 
eo 


Dr. Sawdon did as he was bidden. 
Colman turned the dogs’ heads back 
toward the camp, and gave Jack and Shep 
their orders. 

“Away, my lads,” 
“and do your best.” 

“Hang on,” he shouted to the doctor, 
as he himself took a hitch in his belt and 
followed the sled on the run. The dogs 
did gallantly and took the doctor” away 
on the jump. Then they climbed the 
hill. The hillside was somewhat icy and 
the dogs’ feet slipped, but they dug in 
their nails and fairly fought their way 
up that hill. Here Colman caught up to 
them. 

At the sound of Colman’s voice, his 
a heroic effort near 
the top of the hill. They swung the sled 
over the hilltop and down the hill they 
flew, entering the camp on the dead run. 
The doctor rolled off the sled, picked 
himself up out of the snow and plunged 
into the big bunk-house, into which the 
men had carried the injured sawyer. 

The doctor, stripped to his shirt sleeves, 
was soon working over his patient. 

“I wish that preacher was here,” he 
shouted, 

“Oh, is he going to die?” asked Dad 
Beatty, with tears in his eyes. 

“Who said die?” roared the. doctor. 
“That preacher is: good to help men to 
live. ve had his help before. He's 
the best nurse in the North Country.” 

Colman was not long in appearing and, 
like the doctor, he was soon stripped for 
action. 

“The wound is bad enough,” said the 
doctor to Colman, “but the shock to his 
system is the chief trouble just now.” 

The two men worked over their patient 
for three long hours before Beatty 
showed signs of returning vitality. 
Finally he opened his eyes. 

“Oh,” he said in a long, deep groan. 
Then, seeing Colman, a faint smile came 
over his face, quickly followed by a 
spasm of pain, which caused the brave 
man to shut his eyes, thinking that ‘in 
this way he could hide his suffering. 

“That’s the way to smile,” said Col- 
man, grasping his hand heartily. “Open 
your eyes and show your father that 
you are. alive and that you are going to 
live.” 

Beatty opened his eyes again and his 
father dropped on his knees at his side. 

“Oh, Charlie, Charlie,” said the old 
man, between tears and laughter. “It’s 
the doings of the preacher. I thought 
he only comes to help men die.” 

Charlie opened his eyes bravely again. 
It hurt him. Just now he wanted to lie 
quiet. 

“But you don’t know Colman, father,” 
he said; “you never did. Now just let 
me lie. I'll be all right soon.” 

“That’s the talk,” said Colman, “He'll 
come around now, Dad Beatty. You go 


said he to his dogs, 


yand get something nice and soft and sweet 


for him to eat, and be ready to serve 
when the doctor calls for it.” 

. “You handle that old man pretty 
nicely,” said the doctor to Colman. 

“You bet he does,” put in the fore- 
man, who was most keenly and appre- 
ciatively watching the operations of the 
doctor and missionary. For while Mc- 
Donald drove his men hard, he was most 
sincerely interested in their comfort and 
personal welfare, and the men all knew 
it.. “Old Beatty swears at the preachers 
m general, this one included, and vows 
he’ll never have one around, but this chap 
isn’t here a whistle before he has Beatty 
doing all manner of stunts for him, even 
giving up his bed to accommodate him.” 
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Colman had his service that: night with 
the men and they were yery ‘willing to 
listen to him. Then he and the doctor 
took turns in watching and nursing dur- 
ing the night. 

“You must not leave tite, Colman,” said 
the doctor the next day: “You must drop 
everything else’ and’ stay: by until we get 
Charlie a- little’ farther back into the‘ land 
of living again.. He:-responds:to you 
quicker than he does to-1me' and you had 
better keep -his lugubiious,: doubting, pes- 
= father as far from him as pos- 
si 

“Oh,” replied Cohuan, “the old man is 
all right: Give him: something ° to do. 
Tell him to'make some dainty for Chartie 
and whistle ‘Annie ‘Laurie’; for him and 
he'll lick your hand.” 

“You're some new oréachehs all right,” 
commented the doctor.: “Never saw a 
preacher before that the:lumberjacks did 
not make fun of, but you can twist these 
fellows any old how.” 


(To be continued in next week’s issue) 





For Family Worship 
By the Director of the 
Great Commission ante ‘League 





Following the Home, Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued‘by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Looking. Forward . 

HIS week we -begin a new series‘ of 

studies 
Christian’s Saviour and example, the 
Christian’s ‘standard, his use-of the. Bible, 
his prayer life,-his temptations, his home 
and church duties, his relation .to- the 
community: and tothe: world, and finally 
his glorious hope... AH these subjects are 
to be studied around the family altar, 
Surely every member:.of-the home will 
be profited thereby. -, Before beginning 
each daily. reading, Would it-not: be weil 
to ask that every head be bowed in a 
moment of silent prayer, asking God to 
direct our minds and to reveal his mes- 
sage for each one? Then take from ten 
to twenty minutes for a thoughtful read- 
ing of the lesson and for prayér.’ A 
“family altar note book” to record the 
helpful thoughts that occur to various 
members of the family, together with 
special objects of prayer, ‘would become 
in time a veritable spiritualitteasury, and 
a sort of family biography besides. Try 
it this Quarter. If you put your heart 
into this daily home worship exercise, you 
will be surprised at the résults/: Will you 


join ‘with the writer in ‘vededicating his. 


own, and yours, and all our family altars, 
and our homes to God? » 


December 27 to ne: 2 
Mon.—Mark 1 : 16-20. Followers of Jesus. 


The “sea” in Scripture ‘represents ‘the 
masses. The -sea of. Galilee. was local. 


Every community is, as it wete, a local | 
sea, with its sélf-called*fishers after: ma- |: 
terial things waiting to become God-called |. 


fishers after men. ‘Something unusual 
happened when Jesus mét Simon' and An- 
drew. Does the unusual ever happen in 
your community ? 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Pray that these 
closing days of the year may be the: best 
of all—in consecration, in Spirit-filled 


service, in loving deeds in your home and'}' 


in_ your communiiy, in the winning of 
others to Christ, in the encouragement of 
every good word and work. 


Tues.—Acts 9: 1-9. Discipleship Accepted. 
“Jesus Christ the. same yesterday, and 
to day, and for ever” (Heb. 13:8). Jesus 
on earth called Simon and Andrew; Jesus 
in Heaven called Saul; and the same 
Jesus is calling men today. Discipleship 
accepted completely and instantly changed 
these men. If no change follows pro- 
fessed discipleship, what then? 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
“fishermen’s clubs,” the World’s One-by- 
One Band, the Volunteers of America, 
every soul-winning Y. M. C. A. and 
Y, W..C. A., the. Student Volunteer 
Movement, the Victorious Life Testi- 


ae ps 


in the. Christian life: the} 


| Commentary, 1927 
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Tragedy of 
Bad Investment 


NVESTMENT is a highly specialized 
and complicated process. Those un- | 


familiar with the intricacies af ' finance 


It has recently been estimated by the great 
insurance companies that more than 80 
per cent of alf money received by bene- 
ficiaries through life insurance policies is 
dissipated: within five years, mainly by un- 
fortunate investment. 

The Annuity Bonds of the National 
Bible Institute, secured by more than ten 
times the amount of issue by high-class 
improved and income-producing New York 
real estate, owned by the Institute, repre- 
sent the maximum of safety, insure regu- 
lar and liberal returns, and give the 
holder ihe satisfaction of investing in one 
of the most vital Christian enterprises of 
the present day. 


For rates and detailed information éd- 


The National Bible Institute 
340 West 55th Street, New York City 


DON O. SHELTON, President 
C. B. NORDLAND, Secretary 
HUGH R. MUNRO, Treasurer 





When in New York visit the Insti- 
tute’s fireproof Headquarters Build- 
ing at the heart of the city. Minis- 
ters, *, missionaries, and other Christian 
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in guest rooms 
at special rates. For rates, address 
Guest Secretary 

















Where Can You Beat It? 


ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 


Arnold’s Practical Only 


90c 


pestp'd $1.00 





A high spiritual tone has en- 
deared this popular handbook 
to thousands of readers. 


: With its hints to teachers, illustra- 
tions, blackboard exercises, questions, maps, etc, “44 it 











“suppli¢s the need for a good all-around commentary 


at a popular price. 


ORDER A_ COPY NOW 
F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Sth Ave., N.Y. 17 .N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 


but a 








(~ 
Yes, Atlantic City,— 
the kind of hetel 

~~ makes a difference 


—a difference in cost and comfort, 
and genuine restfulness in your 
winter outing. 

Let the Glaslyn-Chatham prove 
te you how many advantages can 
be combined in a hotei at moderate 
cost. 


Please ask us for the illustrated 
‘descriptive folder. 


THE GLASLYN-CHATHAM 











t. Nathan L. Jones, Proprietor 9, 

















BIBLE COLLEGE AT HOME ("hc ‘Sint, 


Public Speaking, Exegesis, Sermon Pei dine, etc. 
nie to graduation. OS ener Write Prof. 
urton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 





When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


frequently meet serious loss and disaster. Is aes 
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YOUR WORK 
BY USING 


Simplif 
imp I y COMMON SENSE 


REVELL’S 


Treasurer’s 


Records ‘22 


Accounts Always Audited and Correct 


Revell’s ChurchTreasurers’ Record 
Concise—Systematic—Simple—‘lime Saving 
WEEKLY—ENVELOPE SYSTEM 
SELF-PROVING 
No.1. For Subscribers in one year +50 
No. 2. Kor $i Sabscribers in eee year rn 


No. 2A. For 1430 Subscriters in one year 3.50 
No. 2B. For 1778 Subscribers in one year 3.75 
No. 2C. For 2674 Subscribers in one year 4.50 


The Most Simple and Time Saving 
id FOR SECRETA 
Revell’s S. S. Record FOR SECRETARY 


By FRANK H. HEAD 
For 27 Classes, $1.50; 65 Classes, $2.00 


Revell’s S. S. Class Books ", "RAK* 
Each 20c, Per doz. $2.40 


Nothing more simple, givinga perfect record 
of entire school, has ever been issued. 


SPECIAL OFFER 4 rtymabie cony of thse 











ds will be id 
for examination. Gus neniler of maak 7. my 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York 17 N. Wabash Ave., Chicage 


4. BOOKS ON PRAYER 4 


A PRAYER ANSWERING GOD: By a minister's 


wife on the frontier, and other marvellous experi- 


ences, 10c, 

PRAYER A’ MIGHTY FQRCE: In the work of 
soul-saving shows that notffing can long withstand 
the migaty breaking down force of Holy Ghost 
intercession. ‘Th.rd edition, 20c. 

PRAYER WARPARE or Testings, Unfoldings and 
Victories in the Life of Prayer. By Rev. A. Sims, 
Shows up the desperate effort made by Satan to 
defeat the child of God in his prayer lite, and the 
sayy Porious Ting 25c. 

MIGHTY PREVAILING PRAYER: True and 
overwhelming need of the Church and the world. 

ev. A Sims. Do you fee the need of being 
stirred upto pray? Do you desire some light on 
the all important subject of prevaiing prayer? 
Do you wish to learn a little more of the bound- 
less resources whch are at your command in 
answer to prayer? This book will surely help 
you. iew eaition, 35<, 

P. O. Order to A. SIMS, Dept. S. 
5 SIMPSON AVENUE, Toronto, 6, Ont. 





























For the Sunday-school Class 


The use of inexpensive pictures never 
was as great as today. Through the eye, 
attention and interest are created. Send 
for our list of Biblical subjects, which 
is the largest and most complete pub- 
lished. ry them and see results. 


60 pictures in portfolio illustrating the 
Uniform Lessons of 1924--90 cents. 


Send for Illustrated Catalog of Over 
800 Subjects 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
131 Ciarendon Sireet BOSTON 











print or write plainly on another 
sheet your name,street address, city 
anid state and we will make you a 
box of our 2 color monogram stationery. The 
initial of your last name will be used in mouo- 
yee unless otherwise instructed, Printed on 24 
Ib. white secretary size steck. r25 sheets and 125 
envelopes. Send orders to 


LOOK Pin a two dollar 9 to thisad and 4 











The Church Press, Lostant, Ill. 








THE PERRY PICTURES 
Reproductions of the World’s 
s Great Paintings. Size, 5x8, 
Postpaid. 

TWO CENTS EACH for25 or more 
Send SO cents for 25 Art 
Subjects or 25 on Life of 
Christ. Notwo alike, 

Beautiful 64-page Catalogue 
for 15 cents incoin or stamps 











The P. Pictures Co. 
5 Box 06, wee eee Mase. 








THE HARVEST TRULY | 
IS PLENTEOUS| 


Tr&ined NATIVES in various 
may be supported in the work of G 
year for from $15 up to $600 Nething deducted 

‘om your gifts—100@ goes toward the natives’su 
port. Would you so loveto help your Lord? W 
‘ou pray about this ? Service and Literature free. 
Native Preacher Co., Box T, 251 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, NJ, 





















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


mony, the practical work departments of 
all Bible Training Schools. 
Wed.—Matthew 19 : 16-26. 

Discipleship Refused. 


Eternal life and eternal treasure are 
two different things. When Christ be- 
comes a man’s Saviour, that man has eter- 
nal life; but it is only when Christ be- 
comes Lord, which means Lord also of 
all one’s possessions, directing as to their 
disposal, — it is only then that a man has 
“treasure in heaven,” eternal treasure. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray each day 
for all Friday-night Watch Night meet- 
ings; especially remember those in your 
own community. If such a meeting hasn't 
been planned for, why not have one in 
your home, inviting in a few praying 
friends who will unite with you m a 
service of intercession and consecration? 
Thurs.—John 15 : 1-10. 

The Vine and the Branches. 


The vine (Christ) is hidden; the 
branches (“ye”); with their leaves and 
fruit, appear. The fruit comes from tl: 
vine, but the branches bear it. Men judge 
the vine by the character of the frit. 
If the sap (the life-giving and fruit-pro- 
ducing power) of the vitie is not in the 
branches, neither will the fruit be. 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: 
Bible Lands Gospel Mission (113 Ful- 
ton Street, New York City); for the 
Bible Institute Colportage Association 
(843-845 North Wells Street, Chicago) ; 
for the Bible Institute of Les Angeles 
(536-558 Hope Street, Los Angeles) ; for 
the work of J. H. Smeeton, Algiers, 
Africa. 

Fri.—Matthew 10 : 34-42. 
Supreme Love for Christ. 

“A man’s foes,” his worst foes, are not 
the opposers or persecutors, but “they 
of his own household” who consciously 
or unconsciously, by flattery or even by 
love, steal from the heart its supreme 
affection for Christ. And when the 
branch is thus robbed of its fruit-produc- 
ing sap, ah, what then? 

Prayer Succestions: What ts your 
own greatest need on this last day of 
1926? The greatest need of your home? 
Your church? Your neighborhood? Your 
city? The Church at large? The world? 
Are you able to unite in faith with others 
for the supply of these needs? Tonight 
is the one night in the year of world-wide, 
simultaneous prayer. 


Sat.—Matthew 19 : 23-30. Disciples Rewarded. 

“Hath forsaken” (Vv. 29) doesn’t mean 
“hath cast off or neglected to care for” 
(see such Scriptures as 1 Cor. 7: 10-16), 
but’ rather hath fersaken in the sense of 
having given Christ the absolutely su- 
preme place in the heart’s affection. To 
all such the reward is exceeding great, 
now and eternally. 

Prayer Succestions: A “happy New 
Year” to every user of this department 
and to every home in our vast Sunday 
School Times family. Let us remember 
one another at the “throne of grace,” and 
especially the publisher and editors of this 
paper and all their associates. Pray also 
for the entire “household of faith” every- 
where. 

Sun.—Philippians 2 : 5-11. 
Christ Becoming a Servant. 


Would this (v. 5) be commanded if it 


were impossible? What “this. mind’ is is” 


described in the verses preceding and. fol- 
lowing, but ow to have it — ah, who can 
tell our oft-defeated souls how? Paul 
tells us in Romans 4:5; 6: 9-11; and ex- 
emplifies it in chapter 8. Read 6: 9-11 
carefully, and don’t lose the force of “like- 
wise’, “Likewise reckon.” 

Prayer SuGcestions: Today begins 
the annual Week of Prayer in unnum- 
bered churches throughout the world. 
May it indeed be a weck oF PRAYER, the 
intercessory spirit of which shall grow 
stronger and stronger throughout the 
year. Don’t forget the “quict hour” or 
neglect the family altar. Oh, that each 
day of this year may mark a distinct ad- 
vance along every line! 


ae 
A 
The Sunday School Times’ books per- 


.petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 


sent on request. 


(Lesson tor Jan. 2} 


DECEMBER 18, 1926 





Pray for the}. 








is booklet 
tells how as highas, 
is paid for life 


9% 


As high as 9%? 


pending upon the age of the annuitant the An- 
nuity Bonds of the American Bible Society will 


do just that! 


But, you say, is it safe? Emphatically YES ! 
It is safe—in fact the Annuity Bonds of the 
American Bible Society have elements of safety 
greater than most securities and have many ad- 
vantages which other securities do not possess. 


For over 50 years these bonds have been 
issued without loss to a single investor. 


In addition to being safe Annuity Bonds 
provide for life an attractive income which never 
They are free from complicated 
details, have no coupons to clip, no bank book to 
lose; they assure receipt of a check every six 
months and enable friends of the’ Bible cause to 
contribute liberally without hardship, 


depreciates. 


You should know all about this enterprising 
Christian work—send in the coupon today—do it 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


GENTLEMEN : Please send mé without obligation on 
my part your booklet No. Z-16 entitled, “Bibles and 


Bonds.” 


POTN TS a 3 eines os a 


ADDRESS... 
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For Life? Yes! De- 


LIFE ANNUITY RATES 


(ONE PERSON) 





Age Rate [Awe Rate|Age Rate 


1 to 30-—4.0% | 55—6.0.% | 68—7.3% 
31 to 40—4.5% | 56—6.1 %d 69—7.4% 
41—4.6% |57—6.2% | 70—-7.5% 
42—4.7% | 58—6.3% | 71—-8.1% 
43—4.8% |59—6.4% | TIe-8.2% 
44— 4.9% | 60—6.5% | 73—8.3% 





79—8.9% 
51-—5.6 %| 67 —7.2% | BO—8.0% 








54—5.9%| Over 80—9.0% 











In determining age reckon trom nearest birthday 
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